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One of the ways The Cold War Museum fulfills its 
key mission of educating about the Cold War is 
via presentations to local community groups. We 
are receiving more and more of these invitations 
as the museum gets better known locally. The 
purpose of such events is of course to attract 
people to the museum, encouraging them to visit 
either during public hours on the weekend when 
admission is free, or to arrange for private group tours during the week, for 
which there is a per-person fee, depending on the size of the group.

PRIVATE TOURS

Private tours are conducted midweek, or before or after weekend operating 
hours. To arrange a private tour led by one of the museum docents, please 
contact: BRYAN A. ZWANZIG 

540-341-2008 ǁ bryan.z@coldwar.org

GOALS:
The museum is a 501(c)3 institution that seeks, by various means, to:

•  Educate the public on the history and significance of the Cold War  

•  Promote Scientific, Technical, Engineering, and Mathematical education 
(STEM) and demonstrate the importance it played in the Cold War

•  Secure, conserve, and preserve Cold War artifacts to tell the Cold War 
story through interpretive displays  

In all, The Cold War Museum®: 1) provides donors, staff, directors, and others 
the platform, chronology, and artifacts they need to educate individuals 
about the Cold War, 2) uses the museum’s exhibits and eyewitness accounts 
to teach future generations via Cold War history, and 3) recognizes and 
honors the work of those who served professionally in the Cold War.

HOURS

11-4 PM Saturdays
1-4 PM Sundays

Other Hours by Appointment

Welcome to The Cold War Museum®

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF COLD WAR HISTORY

ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The Cold War Museum was founded in 1996 by 
Francis Gary Powers Jr., son of the famed U-2 
Pilot, and John Welch to honor Cold War veterans, 
preserve Cold War history, and educate future 
generations about the Cold War and its legacy. 

Since 2011, the Museum has been located at Vint 
Hill, Virginia, on the grounds of the former Vint Hill Farms Station, also known 
as Monitoring Station No. 1, which was a Top-Secret Army signals intelligence 
base during WWII and the Cold War

The Cold War Museum is an all-volunteer organization, drawing upon our 
staff’s extensive Cold War experience as professionals in the military and 
intelligence communities.

We are the Real People Explaining the Real Things.

Gary Powers Jr. John Welch

ADDRESS

7172 Lineweaver Rd. 
Vint Hill, VA 20187

(540) 341-2008

www.coldwar.org

http://www.coldwar.org
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ALABAMA ALABAMA

Debra Riffe (born 1952), st. clair, 2019, woodcut, 27 1/2 × 20 in. (69.9 × 50.8 cm); Collection of the Birmingham Museum of 
Art; Museum purchase, 2021.8, © Debra Riffe, image credit: Erin Croxton
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Discover Art, History, and Culture at the 
Birmingham Museum of Art

The Birmingham Museum of Art offers an inspiring destination for students 
and  lifelong learners, with an encyclopedic collection of nearly 30,000 works 
of art representing cultures across six continents and spanning more than 
4,000 years of human history. From ancient civilizations to contemporary 
masterpieces, the Museum invites visitors to make connections across time, 
place, and artistic traditions.

This fall, visitors can experience Roll Call: Two Hundred Years of Black 
American Art, a landmark exhibition celebrating the extraordinary 
contributions of Black American artists over the past two centuries. Drawn 
from one of the nation’s most significant collections of Black American 
art, the exhibition features 99 works across a variety of media—including 
paintings, sculptures, photographs, prints, quilts, and mixed-media 
installations—that explore themes of identity, history, creativity, resilience, 
and innovation.

Roll Call showcases celebrated artists alongside influential voices whose 
work has shaped the story of American art, offering visitors the opportunity 
to engage with diverse perspectives and powerful narratives. Together, these 
works encourage thoughtful conversations about art’s role in documenting 
history, expressing culture, and inspiring change.

In addition to Roll Call, visitors can explore galleries dedicated to Asian, 
African, European, American, Native American, Ancient, and Contemporary 
art, making every visit an opportunity to encounter new ideas and artistic 
traditions from around the world. The Museum’s collection reflects centuries 
of creativity and provides countless opportunities for discovery.

General admission to the Birmingham Museum of Art is always free, making 
world-class art accessible to everyone. Visitors ages 17 and under receive 
free admission to all special exhibitions, ensuring young audiences can 
experience extraordinary exhibitions like Roll Call at no cost.

Whether exploring the Museum’s renowned permanent collection or 
experiencing a major special exhibition, every visit offers a chance to 
discover the enduring power of art to connect people, cultures, and history.
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ALABAMA ALABAMA

The University of Alabama Museums includes the oldest museum in Alabama, 
the oldest structure on The University of Alabama campus and one of only 
a handful of UA buildings that survived the Civil War, a 326-acre park on the 
former site of the political and ceremonial center of a vast Native American 
chiefdom, and a sports museum that tells the story of the University’s 
incredible athletic success. 

MOUNDVILLE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK
Moundville Archaeological Park preserves the site of a Mississippian city built 
around 29 earthen mounds surrounding a central plaza, home to thousands of 
people during the pre-contact era. Visitors can tour the Jones Archaeological 
Museum, climb two mounds, and attend the Lithic Arts Festival each spring 
and the Native American Festival each fall, connecting with living Native 
cultures and peoples today. 

(205) 371-2234 | moundvillepark@ua.edu

ALABAMA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
The Alabama Museum of Natural History celebrates Alabama’s incredible 
biological and geological diversity. Visitors can explore the state through 
remarkable exhibitions that include a hanging ancient whale skeleton and the 
only meteorite known to have hit a human. Discover what makes Alabama 
special with Museum events and programming for all ages.

(205) 348-7550 | almnh@ua.edu

GORGAS HOUSE MUSEUM
Step into the 19th century at the Gorgas House Museum, the first building 
constructed on The University of Alabama campus. Engage in history with 
interactive and hands-on educational opportunities for students of all ages. 
Tours can be customized to complement an established curriculum. 

(205) 348-5906 | gorgashouse@ua.edu

PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM
The Paul W. Bryant Museum exhibits objects and memorabilia that trace the 
long history of the University of Alabama Athletics. Immerse yourself in a 
championship atmosphere via a visit or scheduling a program for any age.

(205) 34804668 | info@bryantmuseum.com
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ALABAMA ALABAMA

In 1861, Montgomery was a small bustling city shipping 

thousands of bales of cotton. Colonel Harrison leased his town 

house to Confederate Government in February at the corner 

of Bibb and Lee Streets. It was here that Jefferson Davis paced 

his office floor wondering when to  fire on Fort Sumter in 

Charleston Harbor. As students walk through the house, they 

will encounter items and furniture related to the Davis family 

and the Confederate States of America. Students of Civil War 

and American History in general will be enriched by seeing and 

touching mementos that were in the home in 1861. 

The First White House
 of the Confederacy

Homeschool families will find The First White House of the 
Confederacy an exciting opportunity for curriculum enrichment. Come 
and see where the Confederate Cabinet met just before the firing on 
Fort Sumter in April 1861. In this Italianate 1834 home, momentous 
decisions were made in relation to the Civil War.

Our professional staff will guide students of all ages through 
the eleven-room home where the Davis family lived while the 
Confederate government was in Montgomery in 1861. After the tour, 
children will have an opportunity for some fun reenacting, with a 
hands-on experience including bugles, kepis, drums, and replica rifles. 
Our docents are flexible and willing to adjust the tour for all learning 
levels. Our gift shop offers affordable prices on toys, books stationery, 
and magnets. Parents will be given a free illustrated guidebook of The 
First White House.

We are flexible for the larger homeschool associations or the single-
family, all are cordially invited. Unlimited Deer Park waters are 
available for all.

We encourage homeschoolers to ask many questions about the 
Antebellum period, the Civil War, Confederate Cabinet, and the items 
and relics in the house. All rooms are fully furnished with period 
items. If parents and students are interested, they can be provided 
with a Civil War Reading List. The best book on Montgomery during 
the Civil War is A Government of Our Own by William C. Davis.

Admission is free. 

https://www.thefirstwhitehouse.com/
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FLORIDAALABAMA

Visit us at 455 Periwinkle Way  
to check out our merch & learn more! 

239-474-8585 | sanibelseaschool.org
Part of the SCCF Family

Hands-on  
Marine Science

Field  
Excursions

Experiments

Ocean  
Exploration

Where Every Day is a 
Field Trip

HOMESCHOOL AT SEA

SSS Homeschool at Sea Ad 4.5x3.5 BW.indd   1SSS Homeschool at Sea Ad 4.5x3.5 BW.indd   1 7/24/26   9:25 AM7/24/26   9:25 AM
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FLORIDA FLORIDA

Florida Film & STEM Academy offers flexible classes, workshops, 
field trips, and international programs that bring learning to life 
through immersive, hands-on experiences. From science, physics, 
robotics, coding, and engineering to filmmaking, animation, 
dance, prop design, cosplay and acting, our programs are 
designed to spark creativity and curiosity.

From May to September, we host weekly homeschool classes in 
a wide variety of subjects at our Orlando-based creative campus. 
These classes are ideal for families seeking consistent, engaging, 
and educational opportunities outside traditional classrooms.

In addition, our homeschool field studies align with flexible 
learning schedules while offering deep dives into interdisciplin-
ary topics. Students collaborate, create, and problem-solve in an 
inspiring environment that blends academic rigor with creative 
exploration. Workshops range from half or whole day intensives 
to multi-day immersive sessions, providing adaptable, high-quality 
educational options for children ages 5–18.

We also offer international educational travel programs for home-
school groups that highlight innovation, creativity, and cultural im-
mersion. These global experiences combine hands-on workshops 
with curated field visits to museums, industry hubs, and cultural 
landmarks. From designing smart cities in Tokyo to exploring sus-
tainability in Costa Rica, each journey fosters global collaboration, 
deeper learning, and unforgettable real-world connections.

With over a decade of experience in experiential education, 
Florida Film & STEM Academy continues to empower the next 
generation of creators, thinkers, and innovators through dynamic, 
future-ready programs.
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FLORIDA FLORIDA

• 	Hands on activities!
• 	Scavenger Hunt!
• 	Fun (while learning) for 

the whole family!

Experience 5000 years of the quest to explore 
under the sea at the History of Diving Museum!

Plan an adventure to the beautiful Florida 
Keys, where opportunities to delve into our 
underwater world abound. Learn about the 
long history of undersea exploration before 
experiencing it yourself by diving or 
snorkeling in our local waters. 
From early breath-hold diving and improbable diving machines, to modern 
scuba and heavy diving armor, humans have long been fascinated with ways to 
dive deeper and stay longer. The History of Diving Museum’s 14 core exhibits 
include pioneers and equipment from around the world as well as close to 
home. Discover the South Florida connection to modern marine biology and 
salvage diving by touching a real diving helmet made in Miami, or by lifting 
an authentic silver treasure bar recovered from a 400-year-old Florida Keys 
shipwreck. 
The Museum hosts two featured exhibits a year. From May to December 
2026, Dive Into History: Prescribed Pressure explores the fascinating world 
of underwater medicine, and how pressure can both harm and heal the body. 
From January to April 2027, Dive Into Art: Treasures of the Sea celebrates the 
bounties of the ocean with an incredible showcase of artwork created by local 
students as well as by the Art Guild of the Purple Isles. 
The Museum is pet friendly and open daily from 10am to 5pm. Embark on a 
self-guided tour with a fun scavenger hunt, visit on a weekend with scheduled 
guided tours, or plan your own group tour with two weeks’ notice. Check 
our website for more details and information on special events at www.
divingmuseum.org. 
On the third Wednesday of each month, HDM offers a free presentation on a 
variety of topics. We have kids’ activities and more to enhance the educational 
component of your visit in addition to offering virtual programs to those who 
cannot travel to the Keys. 
If you are interested in scheduling a field trip or Museum in Motion program, 
contact programs@divingmuseum.org. We look forward to having you. Don’t 
drive by, dive in!

mailto:programs@divingmuseum.org
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FLORIDA FLORIDA

Osceola History, located just minutes away from popular Orlando 
attractions such as Walt Disney World Resort and Universal Orlando Resort, 
was founded in 1949 as the Osceola County Historical Society with a 
mission to collect, preserve, and share Osceola County’s history, promoting 
the area’s cultural and natural heritage. Since its founding in 1949, Osceola 
History has grown exponentially. It now consists of two locations: The 
Welcome Center & History Museum, located at 4155 W Vine St, Kissimmee, 
FL 34741, and Pioneer Village at Shingle Creek, located at 2491 Babb Rd, 
Kissimmee, FL 34746.

The Welcome Center & History Museum is a free indoor museum that 
features dioramas showcasing Osceola County’s history. as well as 
interactive displays and scavenger hunts. Additionally, in January 2025, 
The Welcome Center & History Museum opened a new Early LearnHub 
in collaboration with the Early Learning Coalition of Osceola County that 
features a barn with an egg drop, puppets, and children’s books.

Pioneer Village at Shingle Creek is an outdoor museum with a small 
admission fee of 8 dollars for adults and 4 dollars for children 4 through 12 
that features authentic and replicated structures from the pioneering days. 
Both museums are open daily from 10 am - 4pm and are closed on major 
holidays.

Osceola History offers field trips and group tours at both the Welcome 
Center & History Museum and Pioneer Village at Shingle Creek for students 
in grades K-12. All bookings require a two-week notice. Bookings can be 
made at https://osceolahistory.org/field-trip-bookings/.
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GEORGIA GEORGIA

Several times a year, the Georgia Museum of Art at the University of 
Georgia (UGA) offers homeschool programs. These customized drop-
in programs designed for homeschool students and parents have a 
different theme each time and run from 10 a.m. to noon on select 
Fridays. 

The Georgia Museum is part of UGA and is on the university’s East 
Campus, with visitor parking available underneath the building and 
in nearby parking decks. Opened in 1948, it’s also the official state 
museum of art, with 22 galleries split between permanent collection and 
temporary exhibitions. The museum is open every day except Mondays, 
making it perfect for homeschoolers on a day trip or a road trip.  

Homeschool days allow you to structure your own experience at your 
own pace while in community with other homeschoolers. Docents, 
educators and teaching artists are in the galleries and studio spaces to 
engage with visitors and share activities inspired by the event’s theme. 
Both individuals and groups are welcome. But homeschoolers can also 
visit any other day the museum is open.

Backpack Tours, which provide gallery activities geared to a variety 
of ages, are available for free check-out at the lobby desk. Or your 
homeschool co-op can request a tour geared to what you’re studying 
at the moment. Just give the museum two weeks’ notice. Tours, 
homeschool day, admission and almost all programs at the Georgia 
Museum are free (some require registration)

For more information email gmoa-tours@uga.edu or visit 
https://georgiamuseum.org/
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GEORGIA GEORGIA

The Meta Shaw Coleman Children’s Imagination Station, a program of the 
Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts, is an innovative learning space. 
Located near downtown Valdosta, Georgia, the 10,000-square-foot facility 
provides the community with interactive experiences that connect Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM) to real-world careers and 
opportunities. Named in honor of lifelong educator Meta Shaw Coleman, the 
Imagination Station serves as a regional hub where learning and play come 
together to spark imagination and discovery.

Designed for children of all ages, the Imagination Station features over 20 
exhibits that encourage creativity, curiosity, and connection. Each exhibit 
is designed to use hands-on learning to introduce children to Georgia 
industries, such as agriculture, aviation, coding, engineering, health sciences, 
and music. The Imagination Station collaborates with local businesses and 
organizations to showcase workforce skills to help children prepare for the 
future.

In addition to daily admission and annual memberships, the Imagination 
Station offers birthday party packages, camps, educational programming, 
field trips, and special events. These opportunities provide an inclusive 
environment for educators, families, and the community to stay connected 
through engaging and instructional activities.

The Meta Shaw Coleman Children’s Imagination Station is a community 
resource dedicated to inspiring the next generation of creators, innovators, 
and leaders. Through interactive learning and imaginative play, the 
Imagination Station empowers children to dream big, discover their potential, 
and see themselves as the future of South Georgia and beyond. 

For more information, visit our website: childrensimaginationstation.org or 
call 229-506-5941.
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KENTUCKY KENTUCKY

The East Kentucky Science Center & Varia Planetarium serves as a vital 
STEM hub for the region, providing an interactive, family-friendly space 
exploration and science education experience. Owned and operated 
by Big Sandy Community and Technical College, it is located on the 
Prestonsburg, KY campus.

MAJOR FEATURES & ATTRACTIONS

•	 Varia Planetarium: Features a 40-foot dome equipped with a Digistar 
7 4K projection system, an AVI laser system, and the state’s only 
GOTO-Chronos star machine.

•	 Exhibit Hall: Offers a 3,000-square-foot interactive space packed 
with hands-on STEM displays, geology features, and traveling NASA 
exhibits.

•	 Laser Light Shows: Immersive entertainment mapping out laser 
choreography to iconic music by bands like Pink Floyd and The 
Beatles.

•	 Kid-Friendly Digs: Includes specialized zones like a dinosaur fossil dig 
area, a dedicated Lego play space, and a genuine meteorite display.

PLAN YOUR VISIT

•	 Admission Fees: $8 for adults, $5 for students and seniors, and 
completely free for children ages 4 and under.

•	 Accessibility: Fully equipped with wheelchair-accessible entrances, 
designated parking slots, restrooms, and main theater seating.

•	 Amenities: Offers an on-site gift shop for educational toys, souvenirs, 
and free guest Wi-Fi across the facility.

HOURS:

•	 Open to the public Thurs-Fri 1-4 pm, Sat 12-4 pm



24 25

MISSISSIPPI MISSISSIPPI

Past, present, and future come 
together at the Mississippi 
Arts + Entertainment Experience 
(The MAX), an arts and cultural 
center in downtown Meridian that 
honors Mississippi’s creative icons, 
showcases working artists, and 
nurtures the next generation. 

A gateway to arts and culture 
across the state, The MAX features 
a museum celebrating Mississippi’s 
creative legacy, a two-story Hall 
of Fame showcasing the state’s 
groundbreaking artists, and 
dynamic studio and performance 
spaces where people of all ages 
can explore their creative passions.

Now on view at The MAX, John 
Jennings: Build Your World is an 
immersive new experience by John 
Jennings, a Mississippi native and 
New York Times bestselling, award-
winning graphic novelist. One of the 
most innovative storytellers working 
at the intersection of comics, 
speculative fiction, and Afrofuturism, 
Jennings has returned home for 
an exhibition running through 

March 27, 2027, that explores his 
extraordinary visual storytelling and 
world-building.

Original artwork, sketches, 
storyboards, soundscapes, and 
interactive installations allow visitors 
to step inside Jennings’s work. 
From Marvel Comics’ Silver Surfer: 
Ghost Light series to Octavia 
Butler’s Kindred: A Graphic Novel 
Adaptation, the exhibition explores 
how Jennings’s creative worlds 
are shaped by the history, culture, 
and influences of his Mississippi 
upbringing, especially through 
sections on his 1930s Mississippi 
blues story, Blue Hand Mojo: Hard 
Times Road, and his forthcoming 
Kenny Dreadful and the Hainted 
Hoodie, set in the fictional town of 
Haven, Mississippi.

Related programming, including 
workshops on creating handmade 
zines and making your own 
monsters, plus hands-on guidance 
from Jackson Comics artists, will 
be offered at The MAX through 
next spring.

To learn more about the 
exhibition and plan your visit to 
The MAX, visit msarts.org.

STEP INTO 
THE WORLD OF 
JOHN JENNINGS 

*Sponsored Content*
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MISSISSIPPI MISSISSIPPI

Across 100,000 collective square feet of hands-on 
exhibits in Jackson and Meridian, families can discover 
interactive experiences designed to spark curiosity, 
encourage creativity, and build confidence through play.

From captaining a giant shrimp boat to inventing in 
WonderBox makerspace, children in Jackson can explore 
Literacy, STEAM, Health, Cultural Arts, and Mississippi 
Heritage through immersive exhibits. In Meridian, 
imagination takes flight through storybook adventures, 
East Mississippi history, and hands-on exploration—from 
climbing inside a giant brain to soaring through Wings 
of Wonder. Every exhibit invites children to ask 
questions, solve problems, and learn by doing.

The Mississippi Children’s Museum (MCM) also offers 
discounted field trips and group visits for groups of 
15 or more children Monday through Friday during the 
school year. Groups can enhance their visit with 
hands-on Literacy, STEAM, or Health programs tailored 
to support inquiry-based learning and critical thinking 
skills. MCM is committed to creating accessible 
experiences for all learners and welcomes groups with 
special accommodation needs.

Families can also celebrate the season during both 
museums’ festive holiday exhibits, where hands-on 
activities and seasonal traditions create meaningful 
learning experiences and lasting family memories for 
children across Mississippi.

MSCHILDRENSMUSEUM.ORG
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MISSISSIPPI MISSISSIPPI

EDUCATION IN 
THE MUSEUM,  

THE STUDIO, AND 
OUT IN NATURE!

Tours, Free Community Events, Student Art 
Shows, Workshops, Summer Camps, Wide 

Horizons Program, National Geographic 
Slingshot Challenge, and FREE Educator 

and Student Memberships!

SCAN QR TO
LEARN MORE

WALTERANDERSONMUSEUM.ORG  |  OCEAN SPRINGS, MS

Be Inspired by the South’s Most Elusive Artist 
at the Walter Anderson Museum of Art

Tucked away in the charming coastal town of Ocean Springs, Mississippi, 
the Walter Anderson Museum of Art (WAMA) invites families and students 
to explore the intersection of art, nature, and education. Dedicated to the 
life and work of artist and naturalist Walter Inglis Anderson, the museum is 
a place where imagination comes to life, both inside the gallery walls and 
out in the wild.

WAMA offers dynamic educational programming for learners of all ages, 
with opportunities to engage in the museum, in the studio, and out in 
nature. Whether your homeschooler is a budding artist, 
a curious explorer, or a creative thinker, there’s something for everyone.

Programs include guided tours, hands-on workshops, summer camps, 
student art shows, and free community events. The Wide Horizons pro-
gram connects students to the wonders of the natural world through art, 
while national initiatives like the National Geographic Slingshot Challenge 
empower young people to solve real-world problems using creativity and 
innovation.

WAMA is proud to offer free student and educator memberships to those 
residing in Mississippi’s lower six counties: Jackson, Harrison, Hancock, 
Pearl River, Stone, and George. For out-of-town guests, we offer student 
and educator discounts, as well as group tour rates. WAMA’s education 
team is happy to help customize your visit to align with your educational 
goals. 

Walter Anderson was an artist who believed in the power of curiosity, ob-
servation, and creative freedom. Plan your visit today and discover how art 
can inspire a lifelong love of learning.

Learn more and schedule your visit at 
www.walterandersonmuseum.org
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SOUTH CAROLINAMISSISSIPPI

Join us for mornings of hands-on STEM learning!

INFINITY SCIENCE CENTER

1 DISCOVERY CIR, PEARLINGTON, MS 39572
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Wednesday, August 12th  |  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

THE HUMAN BODY

Wednesday, October 14th  |  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

ROBOTICS

Wednesday, February 10th  |  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

MOON AND SPACE

Wednesday, April 14th  |  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

NATIVE & INVASIVE PLANTS

VISITINFINITY.COM

www.homeschoolersguides.com

BE SURE TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE TO FIND: 
 The latest information on EVENTS 

and HOMESCHOOL PROGRAMS near you!

 FREE, downloads of ALL our Guides!
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NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA

Asheville Community Theatre’s Education Department is bustling with 
activities perfect for kids and kids at heart!

This year, our Education Season will produce The Lightning Thief: The 
Percy Jackson Musical, A Year with Frog & Toad Kids, The Secret of 
Everwinter, How to Train Your Dragon Jr., Wee Sing Together, and Trolls 
the Musical Jr. These are immersive performance workshops specially 
tailored for young artists who aspire to learn and grow in the performing 
arts. This hands-on experience offers a unique opportunity for students 
to undergo a comprehensive exploration of the theatrical process. 
Performances are open to the public.

For students ages 4-17, we have a plethora of Youth Classes including 
Acting, Musical Theatre, and more! These classes culminate in an 
informal showcase at the end of the six week session. We also offer 
classes in Acting and Dance to students 18+ who are interested in honing 
their skills or exploring new hobbies! These introductory and advanced 
classes are great for adults who want to experience the performance 
arts.

School groups can visit Asheville Community Theatre year round to 
attend live performances in Student Matinees - original programs 
designed to help foster creative learning through the arts! Teachers and 
students will love The Great Library Mystery, Brain Freeze: A Snowstorm 
of Smarts, Heroes in the Shadows: STEM!, Because of Her: Women 
Who Changed the World, and Wonder Wood: School for Sprouts! With 
learning objectives in line with the school curriculum, we’re excited to 
have so many original offerings for you!

There are many ways to be involved at ACT! 
Come be a part of our community!

Asheville Community 
Theatre
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NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA

The Bald Head Island Conservancy (BHIC) is a non-profit 
organization founded in 1983. The Conservancy is located in a 
unique area within the Smith Island Complex, which includes Bald 
Head, Middle, and Bluff Islands, all of which are bounded by the 
Cape Fear River and the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Conservancy sponsors and facilitates scientific research that 
benefits coastal communities and provides numerous recreational 
and educational activities to the public. In collaboration with various 
organizations, the Conservancy is uniquely poised to become a 
national leader in barrier island conservation.

Our educational programs will immerse you in barrier island 
ecology as you explore the maritime forest, salt marsh, and beach 
environments. Our goal is to help you feel connected to nature, 
especially to the animals and plants we share Bald Head Island 
with. It is our hope that, during these experiences, you will develop 
a deeper connection to and understanding of the natural world 
around you.

Participants learn through outdoor activities, nature-based art, 
games, and community science, all while developing a deeper 
connection to and understanding of the natural world around 
them. Activities include maritime forest hikes, kayaking in the salt 
marsh, and exploring the beach while learning about sea turtle 
conservation. 

We take our participants birding, on tidal explorations, and on 
wildlife identification hikes, and so much more. Participants also 
have the opportunity to interact with our education animals, which 
include box turtles, yellow-bellied sliders, corn snakes, and a musk 
turtle.

Every day is a new adventure on Bald Head Island, and no two 
days are the same!
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Let Belle Meade Historic Site Enhance Your 
Homeschool Experience

Belle Meade offers many opportunities to enhance your homeschool 
curriculum. Visit with your family, bring your whole co-op for a field trip, 
join our Homeschool History Club, or stop by one of our Homeschool Days.

Family tours are offered throughout the week. The most popular is STEAM 
into History. Take a guided tour through our 1850s Greek Revival Mansion 
and learn about Victorian technology and the family who lived here for five 
generations. After, head to our Dairy for fun make-and-takes.

If you’d like to learn about the lives of the enslaved children who lived and 
worked at Belle Meade, Stories of Slavery and Freedom takes you through 
several of our buildings as the narrative unfolds. Follow up activities are 
included.

Step back in time with Frontier Families to learn about the early days 
of Belle Meade. This outdoor, interactive tour is filled with hands-on 
opportunities to experience what life was like on the Frontier.

Any of these tours can be adapted for larger groups as a field trip. Other 
field trip options include Before Belle Meade, focusing on the culture of 
Indigenous Peoples who lived here long ago with integrated hands-on 
activities, or our interactive Eve of Emancipation which focuses on the Civil 
War.

Join us for Colonial Days on October 2nd or 3rd. Experience Colonial-era 
living: traditional games, laundry with a washboard and tub, churning 
butter, and making take-home crafts like rag dolls and cup-and-ball games.

Belle Meade also offers a monthly Homeschool History Club. Enrollment 
continues throughout the year as spots remain available.

We’d love to see your family or group here at Belle Meade to experience 
history first-hand! For more information about our education programs, 
please contact education@visitbellemeade.com or visit 
www.visitbellemeade.com 

mailto:education@visitbellemeade.com
http://www.visitbellemeade.com
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Nature is your classroom at the Memphis Botanic Garden! Your students will 
connect with the natural world as they participate in hands-on, outdoor learning at 
the Garden or in an outreach program in your homeschool group meeting place.

Homeschool groups can sign up for any of our field trips, festivals, or programs. 
From an Arboretum Adventure to Incredible Insects, your students will learn about 
the world around them from trained nature facilitators. Sessions are offered on 
a diverse range of topics and are scheduled to fit your calendar. These 90-minute 
group classes for 15 or more students can be geared from preschool to high school.

Not in a homeschool group? The Garden also offers fall and spring semester-based 
opportunities. These two-hour programs take place once a month from September 
through December & February through May. These fun & interactive classes for 
children aged 6-12 help bring lessons to life by complementing your curriculum and 
enhancing your outdoor education for your homeschool students.

Another option for individual homeschool students is to join one of our school 
year festivals or seasonal programs. Harvest Festival is a fall highlight while Spring 
Festival of Flowers and World of Plants make spring bloom!

The Education Department at Memphis Botanic Garden has taken great care to 
incorporate your teaching objectives into all their tours and special programs. 
In addition to plant science, the Garden offers hands-on programs on world 
ecosystems, multicultural studies, historical uses of plants, art in nature, 
environmental issues, and more. All classes include exciting and educational 
activities that make your students’ visit one they won’t soon forget.

Check out the Memphis Botanic Garden website to register or for more information 
at membg.org. 

ABOUT THE MEMPHIS BOTANIC GARDEN:
The Memphis Botanic Garden is a not-for-profit 501(c) (3) organization dedicated to 
being an exemplary center for horticulture and environmental enrichment. Serving 
over 40,000 school-aged children annually, and hosting over 260,000 visitors each 
year, Memphis Botanic Garden strives to enhance lives by connecting people with 
nature, increasing awareness and appreciation of our environment. Our 96-acre 
property includes 30 specialty gardens and a Level 4 Arboretum, which provide the 
ability to interact with various families of plants, flowers, and trees.

Memphis Botanic Garden
750 Cherry Road
Memphis, TN 38117
membg.org/for-educators
901-636-4126
education@membg.org

HOMESCHOOL DAYS

Join us each fall and spring 
for these four-session 
semester programs.

FESTIVALS & 
SEASONAL PROGRAMS

A variety of topics are 
o� ered year round. 

SEE ALL 
OF OUR 

PROGRAMS & 
LEARN MORE

NATURE
IS YOUR CLASSROOM

PLUS THE GARDEN OFFERS MANY 
MORE GROUP PROGRAMS ON A 
VARIETY OF TOPICS BOTH AT THE 
GARDEN OR AS AN OUTREACH AT 
YOUR HOMESCHOOL MEETING PLACE. 

These exciting programs will 
complement your curriculum with hands-
on activities and Garden exploration all 
led by trained nature facilitators. Your 
children will connect with the natural 
world as they participate in outdoor 
learning at the Garden.

at the Garden

membg.org/for-educators



40 41

TENNESSEE TENNESSEE

The Memphis Museums of Science and History — including the PInk 
Palace Museum & Mansion and Lichterman Nature Center—offer visitors 
and families of all ages opportunities to experience the best of the 
region’s natural history, science, and culture. From exhibits, movies and 
planetarium shows to 65 acres of pristine nature and wildlife to world 
renowned historic houses, there is truly something for everyone.

Hands-on education is at the core of these destinations, where science, 
history, nature, and culture intersect. Experienced through interactive 
exhibits, after-school programming and year-round camps—including 
during Summer, Fall Break, Winter Break—students are invited to 
explore different times, new worlds, and faraway places. 

At the Pink Palace, discover life before humans through ancient fossils 
from millions of years ago, follow the stories of Native American 
communities, encounter towering mastodons, giant mosasaurs, and 
Civil War relics, experience a vein finder in action and come face to face 
with an animatronic Tyrannosaurus Rex. From rare rocks to prehistoric 
creatures, natural history to cultural heritage, a world of discovery 
awaits. 

Tucked away in the heart of Memphis, Lichterman Nature Center brings 
nature to life with exhibits, native wildflowers and trees, and a tradition 
of excellence in environmental education set in the midst of 65 acres 
of lake, meadow, and forest. Home to a wide variety of plants, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians and mammals, Lichterman is an urban wildlife oasis. 
Lichterman features nearly three miles of hiking trails and a Backyard 
Wildlife Center teeming with snakes, turtles and other creatures.

Don’t miss “Free Third Thursdays” at the Pink Palace Museum & 
Mansion, granting individual General Admission museum entry free of 
charge on the third Thursday of each month. On Free Third Thursdays, 
programming in the Giant Screen Theater, AutoZone Dome at Sharpe 
Planetarium, and traveling exhibits may be accessed for just $5 each. 
Learn more: https://moshmemphis.com/teacher-resources/

https://moshmemphis.com/teacher-resources/
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20-30 minute exciting and engaging
hands on educational programming with
a Museum Educator during your
scheduled on-site field trip.
Includes follow-up resources for
additional learning at home or school.
$6/student for groups of 20 or more.
Subject to educator availability.

Ideal for grades preschool-4th
$9.00/person for groups of 20 or more
1 free chaperone for every 5 students
Email
groupreservations@discoverymuseum.net

Field Trips

In-Person Field Trips

In-Person 
Educational Programming
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DRACULA — GILLIAM STAGE
Adapted from Bram Stoker’s novel 
by Kate Hamill   
When your survival is at stake…will you be able 
to distinguish the monster from the man? Both 
terrifying and riotous, Kate Hamill’s imaginative 
adaptation is like no Dracula you’ve ever 
seen, exploring the nature of predators and 
reinventing the story as a smart, darkly comic 
drama. Hamill’s signature style upends this 
familiar tale of Victorian vampires, driving a 
stake through the heart of the familiar and 
giving us a play we can sink our teeth into. 
Perfect for the Halloween season!

THE ADVENTURES OF TOM 
SAWYER — SMITH THEATRE
Adapted by Catherine Bush from the novel 
by Mark Twain
Whether it’s fishing with Huckleberry Finn 
or convincing his friends to whitewash Aunt 
Polly’s fence, nobody loves life more than 
the irascible Tom Sawyer. Then one night in 
a spooky graveyard, Tom and Huck stumble 
upon a deadly secret. Will they be able to save 
Muff Potter before it’s too late? Join Tom and 
Huck on the most exciting adventure of their 
lives, where they learn that man’s greatest 
treasure is the gift of friends

2026 THEATRE FOR KIDS HERE COMES SUZY SNOWFLAKE 
— GILLIAM STAGE

Book & Lyrics by Catherine Bush, 
Music by Dax Dupuy

Of all the residents in Wintertown, no one 
looks forward to the first Christmas snow more 
than seven-year-old Maggie Rose Tuggle. 
The first snow means that her best friend – a 
snowflake named Suzy – will be coming to play 
all Christmas long.  Then tragedy strikes when 
Maggie Rose’s parents decide to spend the 
holiday season in sunny Florida. Will Maggie 
Rose and Suzy survive being apart during the 
most wonderful time of the year? This brand 
new musical tale of an unlikely friendship will 
set your heart aglow.
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You can read history  
in books. You can meet  

it in Williamsburg.

Bring your homeschoolers to the Historic Area of Colonial Williamsburg  
to explore 18th-century trades, immerse themselves in the community  

that fueled a revolution, and meet the people whose passion transformed  
colonies into a country.

Homeschool groups of every size enjoy exclusive year‑round 
pricing along with a robust collection of educational resources.

To plan your visit, call 1‑800‑228‑8878  
or email groupsales@cwf.org

Step into the ultimate living classroom at Colonial Williamsburg—where 
history is not just learned, it’s experienced.

For a century, we’ve been a trusted partner in education, inspiring 
homeschoolers of all ages to explore the ideas, stories and people that 
shaped our nation’s founding. As the largest history museum in the 
world, Colonial Williamsburg invites learners into an extraordinary 300-
acre journey through 18th-century Virginia’s colonial capital.

Here, history breathes. Historically-dressed interpreters bring to life 
the voices of those who walked these streets 250 years ago—leaders, 
tradespeople and everyday citizens whose choices forged the path 
toward independence. Homeschoolers can step inside the stately 
Governor’s Palace or stand where lawmakers once debated freedom in 
the Capitol, the seat of colonial Virginia’s government.

In our trade shops, world-renowned craftspeople keep centuries-old skills 
alive. From blacksmithing to tailoring to farming, over 20 historic trades 
reveal the skill and innovation that fueled a new nation.

Our work goes beyond storytelling. Research, conservation, and 
preservation are the foundation of all we do. Homeschoolers can witness 
this commitment firsthand at the Williamsburg Bray School—the nation’s 
oldest surviving building dedicated to the education of enslaved and 
free Black children. Newly open to the public, this site offers a profound 
opportunity to reflect on education, resilience, and community.

Colonial Williamsburg also offers exclusive pricing year-round for 
homeschool groups of all sizes, in addition to a wide variety of teaching 
resources. For more information, or to make reservations, call 1-800-228-
8878 or email groupsales@cwf.org.

Bring your homeschoolers beyond the textbooks. Bring them to The 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.

mailto:groupsales@cwf.org
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For homeschooling families, learning often reaches far beyond the kitchen 
table. Hampton Arts Education helps bring lessons to life through professional 
performances, interactive workshops, and shared cultural experiences 
designed to inspire curiosity, creativity, and connection.

Our 2026–2027 season introduces students to performing arts traditions 
that have inspired audiences for generations. Opera, known for its powerful 
combination of drama, music, and the human voice, has given us legendary 
composers such as Mozart, Verdi, and Puccini. Young audiences can 
discover this enduring art form through Virginia Opera’s lively production of 
The Three Little Pigs. Classical ballet, celebrated for its beauty, athleticism, 
and expressive storytelling, comes to life through The Nutcracker and 
Tchaikovsky’s unforgettable score. Theatre encourages imagination, empathy, 
and an understanding of the world from different perspectives through 
productions such as Journey to Oz, A More Perfect Union, and Every Brilliant 
Thing. GRIMMZ Fairy Tales II introduces contemporary theatre through 
hip-hop, rhyme, movement, and visual effects, while STEAM the Streets 
demonstrates how music, multimedia, and storytelling can connect artistic 
creativity with science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. Together, 
these performances offer homeschool families engaging ways to explore the 
history, traditions, and continuing evolution of the performing arts.

Grade-level recommendations are provided as helpful guides, but 
homeschool families often appreciate the flexibility of selecting programs 
based on each child’s interests, maturity, and individual learning needs. This 
makes Hampton Arts Education especially valuable for families teaching 
children of different ages.

Live arts experiences also provide something that can be difficult to recreate 
at home: the energy of a shared audience, exposure to professional artists, 
and the chance to learn alongside other students and families. These 
experiences build confidence, encourage imagination, and help young people 
see the arts as an important part of both education and community life.

Affordable morning performances also make it easier for parents and 
homeschool groups to plan enriching field trips that complement studies 
throughout the academic year.

Hampton Arts Education welcomes homeschool families to make the arts 
part of their learning journey—one performance, one conversation, and one 
memorable experience at a time.
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Lee-Fendall is a family home-turned historic house museum in Old Town 
Alexandria, Virginia. Since its construction in 1785, this home has housed 
thirty-seven members of the Lee family (1785–1903), hundreds of Union 
soldiers during the Civil War (1863– 1865), the prominent Downham 
family (1903–1937), and powerful labor leader John L. Lewis (1937–
1969). Throughout its history, the home was also lived and worked in by 
generations of enslaved and free African Americans.

In 1972, the home was purchased by the Virginia Trust for Historic 
Preservation before opening to the public in 1974. The historic home is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places as well as the Virginia 
Landmarks Register and is a documented contributing feature within the 
National Historic Landmark District of Alexandria, Virginia. 

Much of the museum’s historic interpretation is conducted through guided 
and self-guided tours, public programs, and educational initiatives. Through 
a blend of local and national history, Lee-Fendall explores a plethora of 
historical perspectives, including black and women’s history. Visits to Lee-
Fendall allow historians of all ages to explore their individual interests while 
uncovering stories of the past. This is reflected in our four new K-12 school 
programs; two of which are hosted in the garden, while the other two take 
place in the house. 

Whether you are exploring the site, visiting for a school program, or 
participating in our public programs, your support allows Lee-Fendall to 
safeguard the property’s valuable architectural heritage and historical 
legacy while simultaneously cultivating a greater knowledge and deeper 
appreciation for American history.
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Enhance your 
lessons with 
hands-on 
discovery!

July 13, 2026–January 17, 2027 February 13–August 15, 2027

Touring Exhibitions

The Science Museum 
of Virginia has unique, 
educational and 
entertaining programs 
for learners of all ages.

Book your scientific 
adventure today! 

smv.org/groups 

Space Exploration Engaging Demos
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The WV Symphony Orchestra presents a Young People’s Concert series 

annually.  For the 2026 season there will be two concerts in Charleston, 

WV at the Clay Center and two concerts in Clarksburg, WV at the 

Robinson Grande Theatre.  Our shows are accompanied by educational 

materials and suggested activities pre- and post-concert.  The music 

presentation is for all school ages.  Our biggest hope is to inspire 

tomorrow’s musicians and audiences.  

The Young People’s Concert education initiative is one of the strongest 

of the WV Symphony Orchestra.  It reaches thousands of students 

annually.  Students from across the region and state travel to enjoy and 

participate in these concerts.

Our 2026 Young People’s Concert, “Discover Your West Virginia 

Symphony,” invites students inside the magical world of the orchestra. 

Why does a piccolo sound different than a tuba? What, really, is 

the difference between a violin and a viola? And most important of 

all, how do all these carefully crafted bits of wood and metal come 

together to create music full of stories, emotions, and excitement? 

Featuring a grand sweep of musical history, from Johann Strauss 

composing in 19th -century Vienna, Austria, to Nicky Sohn, whose 

piece “Is this the happiest place on Earth?” was written just last year 

in Houston, TX.  Our concert welcomes all students into the incredible 

world of orchestral music.  

Discover Your 
West Virginia Symphony
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Visit our website and click on the CALENDAR icon to 
find HOMESCHOOL PROGRAMS near you. 

Also, tell your friends 
they can download their own free copy 

of this guide off our website. 

H O M E S C H O O L E R S  G U I D E



RReevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy    
eexxppeerriieenncceess    
ffoorr  aallll  aaggeess!!

2026 Homeschool Days:  
September 28, October 20

Make your homeschool reservation today! 
www.americanvillage.org/school-reservations/ 

3727 Hwy. 119 S, Montevallo, AL 35115


