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This Summer Homeschoolers Guide replaces the Annual Spring/Summer Guide due to the Covid-19 Virus. Hopefully, it 

will help families find activities and programs for their children as the Country begins to reopen. 

Articles and Ads that appear in the Homeschoolers Guide do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the 

publishers, nor does publication of said articles and ads constitute an endorsement of the sites or programs. Accuracy of 

all claims, offers, programs, and materials represented herein is the sole responsibility of the advertisers. Also, please call 

ahead and check on operating dates and times as these may change or be canceled due to Covid-19.
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Join us at Whitaker Center for our STEAM camps this summer or come to 
explore interactive STEM-based exhibits inside Harsco Science Center!  

Whitaker Center offers summer camp programs for kindergarten-ninth 
grade students and topics range from chemistry to musical theater to 
space and beyond.  Spaces are filling up fast, so register today! To learn 
more about our summer camps, visit https://www.whitakercenter.org/
camps or contact eduation@whitakercenter.org.  

A Harsco Science Center visit gives your group access to STEM-based 
science exhibits that provide hands-on learning. Experience the science 
center at your own pace taking in each area as a class, or let your kids 
explore in small groups.  

Also during your trip, a documentary film can be viewed inside 
Select Medical Digital Cinema.  The documentary gives your class the 
experience of seeing an educational film in a completely immersive, large 
format movie theater.  

Plan on allowing plenty of time to experience our Drop in STEM 
Workshops on the Lower Level of the Science Center. Access to these 
workshops is included in science center admission. Adults and their 
students will meet a STEM Educator and will be introduced to the day’s 
inquiry-based challenges.  Small groups will have time to design, test, 
and refine their projects to fulfill the posed requirements. There’s no 
reservation needed to attend. Space is first-come-first-served and meant 
for groups of 30 or less at one time. 

To view pricing and book your trip, visit https://www.whitakercenter.
org/field-trips. Please contact education@whitakercenter.org with 
questions regarding educational opportunities and booking your trip.
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Discover the science and  
folklore of weather!  

201 N. Findley St. 
Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

Weatherdiscovery.org 

Your students can learn all about the science and folklore of weather—
plus a bit of history— in our unique discovery center housed in a 1914 
former Post Office. Our interactive exhibits immerse children in an 
educational experience, reinforcing what they learn. When a child can 
“become” a tornado or “make” a thunderstorm, the experience stays with 
them!

Your visit will begin with a brief narrative about our historic building in a 
context that will bring the history to life for the students. Then they will 
interact with exhibits in our gallery to learn about the weather topics 
of precipitation, tornados, clouds, lightning, thunderstorms, seasons, 
the water cycle, and weather emergency preparedness. In addition, our 
Weather Lore Landscape explores how weather prediction began— 
with folklore and rhymes—and how Punxsutawney Phil became world 
famous for his skills at predicting the length of winter!

Our tour packages include the options of adding a classroom activity 
or experiment and adding a video presentation in our theater. Our 
educator will work with your organization to plan an activity that 
corresponds to your current curriculum and is age appropriate. Our 
videos are educational and will be chosen based on age and topic. 

You can also choose to add a visit with Punxsutawney Phil to your 
package (contingent on Phil’s availability) to add an unforgettable 
touch to your visit. One of the members of the Inner Circle of the 
Punxsutawney Groundhog Club (the guys in top hats) will accompany 
Phil and will highlight the history of the legend and explain interesting 
facts about groundhogs.

Give your students a memorable field trip into the world of weather! 
We look forward to working with you to plan your visit. For more 
information about the Punxsutawney Weather Discovery Center, 
including group visit information, please visit Weatherdiscovery.org. 
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Homeschool Musicians: Erie Junior Philharmonicis YOUR Opportunity!

The	Erie	Junior	Philharmonic	eagerly	seeks	homeschooling	musicians	of	
every	age	and	level	–	giving	students	the	opportunity	to	perform	classical	
repertoire,	whether	a	beginner	or	vying	for	concert	master!

• Directed by new Artistic Director and Conductor Jonathan R. Moser, 
Principal Second Violinist, Erie Philharmonic; professor at Mercyhurst 
University and conductor, Mercyhurst Civic Orchestra AND a 
homeschooling graduate himself

• Strings, woodwinds, brass and percussion are all invited

• No orchestra experience necessary: you play at your level of comfort 
between FIVE groups (Symphony, Chamber and String Academy 
groups)

• The premier teaching orchestra of the greater Erie, eastern Ohio and 
western New York regions

Our	no	pressure	placement	auditions	take	place	every	fall.	Need-based	
tuition	scholarships	are	available.

The	Erie	Junior	Philharmonic	inspires	young	musicians	to	elevate	their	
musical	artistry,	at	all	levels	of	ability,	and	to	develop	personal	character	and	
maturity	through	the	discipline	of	an	engaging	and	rewarding	program	of	
classical	orchestral	music.	Coaches,	themselves	accomplished	professional	
musicians,	pour	their	efforts	into	making	every	ensemble	of	the	Junior	
Philharmonic	an	inspiring	experience	that	nurtures	every	student	and	
prepares	the	next	generation	of	classical	music	enthusiasts	and	rising	artists.

• Five Concerts, including a side-by-side concert with the Erie 
Philharmonic

• Concerto Competition in January 

• Sectional instruction to support group learning

• Two FREE tickets to EVERY Erie Philharmonic Symphonic concert

Tuesday	night	rehearsals	are	held	at	the	historic	Strong	Vincent	Middle	
School,	which	is	easily	reached	via	the	Bayfront	Connector	and	Route	79.

Call now to arrange your placement audition!  
814.455-1375   •   eriephil.org
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Calling all High School Singers – the Erie Junior 
Philharmonic Chorus is your place to shine!

The	Erie	Junior	Philharmonic	Chorus	is	the	premier	choral	ensemble	for	
talented	high	school	singers	from	across	the	Erie	region.	Under	the	direction	
of	Erie	Philharmonic	Chorus	and	Mercyhurst	Choral	Ensembles	conductor	
C.	Thomas	Brooks,	students	have	the	opportunity	to	learn	advanced	
repertoire,	vocal	technique	and	more	in	these	engaging	rehearsals.	

This	ensemble	is	open	to	all	high	school	singers	who	have	a	passion	for	
choral	singing	and	are	looking	for	an	opportunity	to	collaborate	with	other	
talented	students	from	across	the	region.	Auditions	take	place	in	the	fall	
and	spring	each	season.		Need-based	tuition	scholarships	are	available.

• Concert opportunities, including performances with the Erie 
Philharmonic and Erie Philharmonic Chorus

• Volunteer opportunities through our yearly Tour of Schools

• Two FREE tickets to EVERY Erie Philharmonic Symphonic concert

Monday	night	rehearsals	are	held	at	Mercyhurst	University,	which	is	easily	
reached	via	Route	79.	

Call now to arrange your placement audition or to learn more!  

814.455-1375   •   eriephil.org
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Fallingwater Institute Virtual Summer Camps 
Learn about Fallingwater and Frank Lloyd Wright’s design philosophy 
while preparing for the college application process. Learn about 
careers in fields like design, architecture, fine art, and more, from the 
comfort of your home. Virtual Summer Camps serve as a companion 
to our high school residency programs and are appropriate for high 
school students of all skill levels. During these week-long educational 
programs, our expert instructors will lead group discussions, present 
challenging, independent projects, and provide individualized feedback 
to help you build your skills.

Fore more information visit: www.fallingwater.org/education/
fallingwater-institute/ or email mwoof@paconserve.org

LOCAL STUDENTS: 
Scholarships are available!

Please call to make
a reservation.

Daily Tours
Available.
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Gettysburg: History & Life Lessons 
for Your Homeschooler

A	visit	to	Gettysburg	is	much	more	
than	a	lesson	in	history.

Visitors	still	hear	the	accounts	of	
the	generals	and	the	battle,	and	
the	stories	of	Gettysburg	National	
Cemetery	and	the	Gettysburg	
Address.	Gettysburg	offers	lessons	in	
life	for	your	homeschooler.

Lessons	in	perseverance,	inclusion,	creativity	and	leadership	are	woven	into	
the	stories	of	the	people	and	events	at	Gettysburg.	Stories	come	to	life	as	
you	learn	about	topics	that	remain	relevant	today.

Your visit begins at the Gettysburg 
National Military Park Museum & 
Visitor Center.

Before	you	head	out	onto	the	
battlefield,	your	homeschooler	will	gain	
insights	into	the	Battle	of	Gettysburg	
with	the	film,	A	New	Birth	of	Freedom.	
Experience	the	light	and	sound	show	
of	the	awe-inspiring	Gettysburg	

Cyclorama	–	a	massive	360-degree	painting	depicting	the	fury	of	Pickett’s	
Charge.	Continue	your	journey	exploring	the	rare	artifacts	and	interactive	
stories	in	the	Gettysburg	Museum	of	the	American	Civil	War.

Then	board	your	bus	for	your	Licensed	Battlefield	Guide	tour	featuring	iconic	
locations	on	the	battlefield	made	famous	in	movies	and	books,	as	well	as	the	
artistic	majesty	of	the	battlefield	monuments.

George Spangler Farm & Field Hospital

Inspirational	lessons	of	perseverance,	
civility	and	humanity–along	with	stories	of	
Civil	War	medicine–await	your	students	at	
this	meticulously	restored	battlefield	site.

This	once-thriving	family	farm	of	George	
Spangler,	his	wife	Elizabeth	and	four	
children	quickly	transformed	into	a	Union	

field	hospital	during	the	1863	battle.	Despite	the	hostilities	waging	around	
them,	doctors	and	nurses	aided	soldiers	from	both	sides	of	the	battle.

Today,	the	George	Spangler	Farm	&	Field	Hospital	stands	as	the	best	
surviving	corps-level	field	hospital	used	during	the	battle.

Open	Friday,	Saturday	and	Sunday	throughout	the	summer,	the	George	
Spangler	Farm	&	Field	Hospital	features	living	historians	to	engage	and	
inform	you	and	your	students	of	all	ages.	Admission	to	this	historic	site	
is	included	with	your	ticket	to	the	attractions	at	the	Gettysburg	National	
Military	Park	Museum	&	Visitor	Center–only	minutes	away.

Children of Gettysburg 1863: 
The NEW Interactive Adventure 
for Young Historians

In	1863	Gettysburg,	John	and	
Caroline	Rupp	lived	in	a	house	
on	Baltimore	Street	with	their	six	
children.	It	was	truly	a	family	home.	
It	still	is.

Opening	in	the	late	summer	of	
2021,	this	new,	interactive	learning	experience	will	welcome	families	with	
young	learners	to	Gettysburg.

Designed	for	elementary	school	children	(K-5),	the	Children	of	Gettysburg	
1863	introduces	you	to	the	stories	of	Gettysburg	through	the	words	of	the	
children	and	teens	who	lived	here	during	and	after	the	battle.

Engaging	first-hand	accounts	and	interactive	exhibits	bring	the	stories	to	life	
with	new	galleries	to	explore:	Growing	Up	in	Gettysburg	1863,	The	Soldiers	
Are	Coming!	Surviving	the	Battle	and	Remembering	Gettysburg.

Admission	to	the	adventure	is	free	for	children	ages	12	and	under.	Visit	
GettysburgFoundation.org	for	announcements	on	opening.

The	Gettysburg	Foundation	offers	engaging	and	interactive	attractions	in	
Gettysburg,	a	continuously	popular	destination	for	homeschool	field	trips	
and	summer	family	vacations.	We	invite	you	to	explore	Gettysburg	with	
us	to	share	the	lessons	with	your	homeschooler	and	make	lasting	family	
memories.

The	health	and	well-being	of	our	visitors	and	community	come	first.	We	
look	forward	to	continuing	to	welcome	guests	to	explore	Gettysburg.	Read	
about	the	health	and	safety	protocols	we	have	in	place	and	get	the	latest	
information	on	our	exhibits,	tours	and	events	to	round	out	your	visit	at	
GettysburgFoundation.org.
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Summer Camps & More
L A N C A S T E R  C O U N T Y  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C E N T E R

The	Lancaster	County	Environmental	
Center	offers	hands-on	experiential	
learning	opportunities	throughout	the	
year	and	Summer	Day	Camps	for	all	ages!

Pre-school	day	camps	include	Nature	
&	STEM	Exploration	and	Dinosaur	
Discovery.	These	camps	are	3	mornings	a	
week	from	9	-	11	am	and	are	open	to	4	&	
5	year	old	campers.

Our	Explorer	camps	are	for	6	-	8	year	
old	children	and	are	5	days	a	week	from	
9	am	-	12	pm.	Topics	include	Outdoor	
Explorer,	Camp	Geo,	Child	v.	Wild,	World	
of	Dinosaurs	and	Summer	Spectacular.

At	the	Intermediate	level	we	are	offering	
Survival	in	Central	Park	and	Best	of	

Summer.	These	camps	are	for	9	-	11	year	
old	participants	and	occur	from	9	am	-	3	
pm	5	days	a	week.

The	Ultimate	Explorer	Camp	is	for	11	-13	
year	old	campers.	These	5	day	programs	
are	from	9	am	-	3	pm.

All	camps	are	conducted	by	our	
Professional	Naturalists.	Each	has	a	
minimum	of	a	Bachelor’s	Degree,	all	
child	protection	checks	&	clearances	and	
are	CPR	&	First	Aid	certified.

Year-round science & nature programs 
are available for all grade levels.

Programs can be customized and booked 
at the convenience of your group. 

717-295-2055 
agesent@co.lancaster.pa.us
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Camp Manatawny is…
A	Summer	Camp	where	kids	of	all	ages	experience	
caring	and	acceptance	at	every	turn,	while	learning	
to	live,	play,	laugh	and	worship	together	in	Christian	
community.

A	beautiful	Retreat	Location	where	groups	and	families	
can	connect,	refresh,	renew,	and	grow	all	year	long.	Guests	experience	
comfortable	lodging,	hearty	meals,	beautiful	meeting	facilities	and	an	
atmosphere	of	Christian	hospitality,	in	a	rural	location	surrounded	by 
forested	hills,	fields,	and	running	streams.

Location of Camp…
Located	close	to	the	intersection	of	Rt	562	and	Rt	662	in	Berks	County,	PA,	
roughly	half-way	between	Reading	and	Pottstown;	within	easy	access	of	the	
PA	Turnpike.

•	60	minutes	west	of	Philadelphia	 •	45	minutes	north-east	of	Lancaster

•	30	minutes	south	of	Allentown	 •	15	minutes	from	Reading

Summer Camp Schedule…
OVERNIGHT CAMP	–	Saturday	afternoon	to	Saturday	morning

Senior High 2 (completed grades 11 & 12)	 Jun	26	-	Jul	3

Senior High 1		 (completed grades 9 & 10)	 Jul	3	-	10

Junior High 2		 (completed grades 7, 8 & 9)	 Jul	10	-	17

Junior High 1  (completed grades 5, 6 & 7)	 Jul	17	-	24

Intermediate		 (completed grades 4, 5 & 6)	 Jul	24	-	31

Elementary 2		 (completed grades 3 & 4)	 Jul	31	-	Aug	7

Elementary 1  (completed grades 1 & 2)	 Aug	7	-	14

DAY CAMP –	Sunday	8	am	to	Friday	5:30	pm	(completed	grades	1-6)

Week 1	/	Jul	18	-	23	 Week 3	/	Aug	1	-	6

Week 2	/	Jul	25	-	30	 Week 4	/	Aug	8	-	13

Cost & Registration…
Overnight	Camp $329 

Day	Camp $179 

•	 Overnight	Camp	discounts	available:	“first	
time	camper”,	“multi-child”,	“multi-week” 

•	 Financial	aid	available	to	those	who	qualify

www.manatawny.org/summercamp
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Glencairn	Museum	is	a	museum	of	religion,	art,	and	history,	
dedicated	to	using	art	and	artifacts—as	inspirational	expressions	of	

human	faith—to	foster	empathy	and	help	students	and	visitors	better	
understand	the	history	of	religion.

Our	programs	are	designed	for	a	diverse	range	of	ages	and	learning	
styles,	including	both	in-person	and	virtual	learning.	They	invite	
discussion	and	discovery	of	art,	objects,	and	other	cultural	expressions	
of	faith,	guiding	students	to	discover	how	people	are	more	alike	than	
different,	and	creating	a	space	for	self-reflection	and	empathy.

— NEW FOR 2021 —

FAMILY ADVENTURE TOUR (K-8)
Are	you	ready	for	an	adventure?	Discover	how	herbs	were	used	in	the	
Middle	Ages,	train	for	a	medieval	battle,	apprentice	to	become	a	scribe,	
stonemason,	or	stained-glass	artist,	and	explore	the	religious	beliefs	
and	practices	of	Europe	in	the	Middle	Ages	in	this	choose-your-own	
adventure	style	tour.	Collect	all	six	badges	by	completing	each	of	the	
different	paths,	and	become	a	Glencairn	Museum	Adventurer!	Whether	
you	complete	just	one	path,	all	six,	or	our	Adventure	Seek	&	Find,	you’ll	
be	up	close	with	medieval	art	and	objects	on	our	first	floor.

ANCIENT CULTURES VIDEO MINI-SERIES
Travel	around	the	world	and	back	in	time	to	experience	the	ancient	
cultures	reflected	in	Glencairn’s	collections.	This	4-part	video	series	
will	explore	Ancient	Egypt,	the	Ancient	Near	East,	Ancient	Greece,	and	
Ancient	Rome,	through	the	similarities	and	differences	in	worldviews,	
beliefs,	and	practices	of	each	culture,	physical	and	human	geography,	
continuity	and	change.

Our	hope,	whether	you	visit	the	Museum	in	person	or	online,	is	that	
these	programs	bring	the	people	represented	in	Glencairn’s	collections 
to	life.

For	more	information	about	these	and	other	kid-friendly	programs,	
please	visit:	GlencairnMuseum.org/Educational-Resources or call 
267.502.2600
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Photo by Hub Willson 

Karen Kroninger Knerr, Artistic Director  
www.bglv.org  ▪ pyb@rcn.com ▪ 610-865-0353 
556 Main Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018 

Evening classes for ages 3 through adult.  
Day Intensive for the serious Pre-Professional  
student, ages 9 & up. Great guest teachers! 

June 21—July 30 
The Ballet Guild’s Six-Week Summer Dance Program will begin the week 
of Monday, June 21, 2021. Classes are offered for ages three through 
adult on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. The youngest students begin 
with an introduction to the basics of ballet; these include rhythm, 
dynamics, and terminology. Youth level classes are available for the 
student who wishes to learn ballet or improve his/her technique.

The Pre-Professional Day Intensive is designed for the serious student, 
age 9 & up and includes Progressing Ballet Technique in addition 
to ballet, tap, jazz, and musical theater. Throughout the Summer 
Dance Program, guest master teachers are invited to instruct the Pre-
Professional day intensive students. The stellar lineup of luminaries in 
the dance world includes Sterling Baca (PA Ballet Principal Dancer), Tim 
Fox (NYCB), Erin Puskar (Musical Theatre) and more! Bios of each guest 
master instructor may be found on the Guild’s website.

Virtual and in-person classes are also available. Complete information 
may be found on the website: https://www.bglv.org/classes/summer-
dance-program/

The 2021-2022 season of classes and performances will kick off the 
weekend of Saturday, September 11, 2021, with Pre-Professional 
Auditions for ages 8 & up and a Ballet Boot Camp for ages 8 & up. 
Classes will begin on Monday, September 13. Nutcracker Auditions for 
ages 6 & up are set for Sunday, September 19, 2021. For class details, 
visit https://www.bglv.org/classes/

For more information about Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley and 
Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, please visit https://www.bglv.org/; email 
pyb@rcn.com; call 610-865-0353.
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Join educators from The Museum for an  
exciting morning filled with special tours and  

hands-on projects that the whole family can enjoy!

Programs run from 10am–12pm. 
See website for days and topics.

For dates and details please visit  
reading publicmuseum.org/homeschool-days  
or contact Coleen Mikucki at 610.371.5850 x227

*IMAGE TAKEN BEFORE 2020
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For HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
at VILLA MARIA COLLEGE

SUMMER CAMPSSUMMER CAMPS
2021 In-Person

Visit VILLA.EDU/SUMMERCAMPS 
to learn more and register!

Choose from several fun and 
educational camp sessions:

• Game Design • Hip-Hop  
• Stop-Motion Animation  

• Recording Studio • Art Exploration  
 • Occupational Therapy  

• Interior Design • And more!

Join	New	York	Historical	educators	online	
for	live,	weekly,	interactive	U.S.	history	

classes.	Study	images,	artifacts,	and	historical	
documents,	and	learn	to	think	critically	about	

the	history	of	our	nation.

All	lessons	are	FREE.	All	you	need	is	internet	
access	and	a	device	with	the	ability	to	

connect	to	a	Zoom	meeting.

To	view	available	classes	and	register,	visit: 
www.nyhistory.org/education/history-home

HISTORY@ HOME

New York Historical Society | 170 Central Park 
West, NY, NY 10024 | 212-485-9293 

education@nyhistory.org

THE BIRTHPLACE: Walt Whitman was born in this 
house on May 31, 1819. Built by his father circa 1810, 
the authentically furnished farmhouse is an excellent 
example of native Long Island craftsmanship.

THE INTERPRETIVE CENTER: This center displays 
over 42 portraits of Walt Whitman, a copy of Leaves 
of Grass, the writing desk Whitman used as a 
schoolteacher and a replica printing press used during 
his journalism career. Also offered is a video and a 
recording of the poet reading his poem America.

SCHOOL PROGRAMS: All programs support NYS 
Regents Social Studies and Language Arts curriculum. 
All programs include a docent-led tour of the historic 
birthplace of Whitman.  Both “Create and Explore” 
(Grades 3 – 8) and “Journey Through Time” (Grades 9 

Walt Whitman Birthplace
NYS Historic Site and Interpretive Center

For information: www.waltwhitman.org
E-mail educator@waltwhitman.org; 631-427-5240, ext. 113

– 12) offer grade-appropriate 
programs that include poetry 
writing workshops taught by 
a published Poet and tours, 
led by a knowledgeable 
Educator. During “See and 
Touch” (Grades Pre-K – 2) 
students tour the home in which Whitman was born 
and learn what life was like in 1819. They engage 
in interactive historic games enjoyed by children of 
Walt’s generation. Our new Civic Mindedness program 
(Grades 4-12) looks at Walt’s connection with the 
Civil War, how it impacted him, influenced his poetry, 
led to compassion for others and why he was known 
as the Poet of Democracy.  Art, yoga, and online 
programs are also available! 
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Looking for the perfect summer camp for your child? St.	Thomas	Aquinas	
College	in	Sparkill,	NY	will	hold	its	Summer	STEAM	Camps	for	middle	
and	elementary	school	students	in	person	from	Monday,	July	19	
through	Friday,	August	13,	2021.	The	STEAM	camps	offer	something	for	
everyone	in	Science,	Technology,	Arts,	and	Mathematics.

Safety	is	our	top	priority,	and	the	Summer	STEAM	Camps	will	follow	all	
appropriate	COVID-19	guidelines	under	the	CDC	and	Rockland	County	
Department	of	Health.

The	generous	support	of	Orange	&	Rockland	Utilities	makes	the	series	of	
STEAM	Camps	possible.

“The	STAC	Summer	STEAM	program	began	in	2012	with	students	
recruited	from	public	and	parochial	schools	in	Rockland,	Northern	Bergen,	
and	Southern	Westchester	counties.	The	program	aims	to	develop	
in	students,	the	21st	century	version	of	problem-solving,	teamwork,	
collaboration,	and	communication	by	making	classroom	work	in	Science,	
Technology,	Art,	and	Mathematics	stimulating,	timely,	and	engaging.”	
according	to	Dr.	Suzanne	Reynolds,	Assistant	Dean	of	STAC’s	School	of	
Education	and	Director	of	the	STAC	Summer	STEAM	Camp	program.

Throughout the summer months, four camps are being offered:

“Exploring the Fibonacci 
Numbers” focuses	on	the	way	
mathematics	connects	with	
science,	art,	architecture,	and	
design.	This	installment	of	the	
camp	will	include	hands-on	
activities	to	allow	students	to	
investigate	some	of	the	key	ideas	
of	mathematics	such	as	number	
patterns,	ratio,	and	proportion.

“Environmental Science” is 
another	innovative	camp	that	
will	allow	for	exploration	of	
environmental	science	with	
professors	and	students	in	
the	biology	and	chemistry	
programs	at	STAC.	Hands-

on	experiments	related	to	water	quality	and	climate	change	will	take	
place,	along	with	discussions	about	ecological	footprints,	improving	
communication	about	the	most	pressing	environmental	issues	of	our	
time,	and	data	interpretation	skills.

“Computational Sound Camp” 
introduces	the	concept	that	
there	are	sounds	all	around	
us.	In	this	camp,	students	will	
explore	how	sound	is	produced,	
its	physical	properties,	and	its	
relationship	to	music,	while	
learning	the	basics	of	the	
Python	programming	language	
and	several	of	Python’s	audio	libraries.	Campers	will	work	in	small	teams	
to	create	an	electronic	“symphony”!

“The Science of Superheroes 
Camp” is	sure	to	have	superhero-
loving	students	ready	to	learn!	
Asking	questions	like	“have	you	ever	
wondered	if	invisibility	cloaks	are	
real?”	or	“how	can	Storm	control	
the	weather?”	will	allow	campers	
to	explore	the	science	behind	
many	favorite	superheroes	and	
wizards	and	the	science	related	to	
their	powers,	and	how	close	we	
might	be	to	being	able	to	mimic	
them	in	real	life.	Exploration	will	
be	done	with	hands-on	
demonstrations	and	experiments.

Visit	our	website	at http://www.stac.edu/steam	to	register	and	
learn	more	about	STAC’s	Summer	STEAM	Camps!
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Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 5  Please Call to Confirm Schedule 

The Brockway Museum 
Brockway Trucks, Company History  

and Memorabilia 

Military Memorabilia, Local History,  
Model Trains and Railroading Memorabilia 

Tractors of Yesteryear Exhibit 
Vintage Tractors, Agricultural History  

and Rural Living 

We offer a Spacious and Clean, Family Friendly Facility 
Our Welcoming and Informative Staff await your arrival! 

Groups Welcome Anytime with Prior Arrangements 
Planning a Function?  Ask about our Rental Spaces & Rates 

4386 US Route 11  Cortland 
For more Information and our Calendar of Events: 

www.cnylivinghistory.org 
To Speak with Someone Directly, please phone: 

607-299-4185 

Receive $1.00 off Adult Admission 
Valid for up to 4 adults per coupon. 

May not be combined with other offers or discounts.  Expires 6/30/2022 

Come Walk Through History With Us …  
Visit Three Unique Museums for One Price! 

The Central New York Living History Center	has	been	a	Hidden	Gem	in	the	heart	of	
Central	New	York	since	2012.		Each	section	of	this	three	component	museum	caters	
to	a	different	topic	of	history	and	provides	something	for	everyone.		To	keep	the	
museum	fresh,	the	exhibits	are	changed	each	year	in	the	Spring.	

The Homeville Museum	features	the	personal	treasure	trove	of	Kenneth	Eaton,	a	
local	collector	and	historian.	He	was	a	WWII	veteran	who	spent	more	than	50	years	
assembling	this	collection	of	over	10,000	items.	On	display	are	rare	items	of	local	
and	national	political	and	economic	significance,	a	massive	collection	of	model	
trains	including	a	huge	panoramic	display,	and	a	military	collection	that	is	second	
to	none.	Featuring	pieces	of	military	history	from	the	Civil	War	to	the	modern	era,	
The	Homeville	Museum	captures	the	imaginations	of	young	and	old	with	stories	of	
heroism,	valor,	and	patriotism.

The Brockway Museum	celebrates	the	history	of	Brockway	Trucks,	a	legendary	
Cortland	hometown	industry.	Once	marketed	as	“The	Most	Rugged	Truck	in	the	
World,”	Brockway	Trucks	earned	an	international	reputation	for	quality	that	lead	to	
Cortland’s	world	famous	nickname	as	“Huskietown,	USA!”		This	museum	features	
some	of	the	most	unique	and	impressive	trucks	to	ever	grace	the	highways,	and	
represents	the	best	of	true	American	manufacturing.		From	restored	trucks	to	
historical	documents,	The	Brockway	Museum	chronicles	the	company’s	rise	from	a	
small	town	carriage	builder	to	a	manufacturer	of	heavy	duty	trucks	renowned	and	
admired	across	the	earth.

Tractors of Yesteryear (T.O.Y.S. Collection)	is	displayed	in	a	historic	dairy	barn,	and	
features	a	colorful	collection	of	vintage	tractors	from	a	local	tractor	club,	as	well	as	
antique	agricultural	equipment	and	displays	of	rural	life	from	days	gone	by.	Cortland	
County	has	a	rich	agricultural	history	and	farming	is	still	a	way	of	life	for	many	people	
today.	The	Tractors	of	Yesteryear	museum	showcases	the	advancements	in	farming	
technology	that	have	moved	the	industry	forward,	and	celebrates	the	hard	work	and	
commitment	to	the	land	that	characterizes	the	American	Family	Farm.

The Central New York Living History Center is located at 4386 US Route 11, 
Cortland, NY –	halfway	between	Binghamton	and	Syracuse,	1/2	mile	off	of	I-81.			
We	are	open	Tuesday	through	Saturday,	10	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	(with	last	tour	at	4	p.m.).	
Please	call	ahead	to	confirm	our	hours.	Visit	all	three	museums	for	one	low	rate.	
Student	and	Group	Rates	are	available.			Ask	about	our	Special	Events!

This	museum	is	the	biggest	value	you’ll	find,	and	offers	an	eclectic	experience		that	is	
sure	to	inspire	the	history	buff	in	everyone!

For	more	information,	visit	the	Center’s	Web	Site:  
www.cnylivinghistory.org or	phone:		607-299-4185.

Look for the Army Tank in the parking lot! You can’t miss us! 
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At	the	Rochester	Museum	&	
Science	Center	(RMSC),	you	can	
journey	from	the	depths	of	the	
oceans	to	the	edges	of	the	universe.	
Change	up	your	homeschool	
curriculum	by	exploring	our	200	
hands-on	exhibits,	spectacular	
shows,	authentic	collections,	and	
vast	nature	preserve.	Uncover	the	
wonders	and	diversity	of	our	world	
and	the	mysteries	of	space	through	
programs	that	spark	interest	in	science,	technology,	engineering,	the	
arts,	and	math	(STEAM).	Your	students	can	become	archaeologists	at	
our	digsite,	explore	astronomy	at	a	star	show,	or	exercise	their	scientific	
minds	with	our	outdoor-based	programs—there’s	so	much	to	experience	
at	the	Museum,	Strasenburgh	Planetarium,	and	Cumming	Nature	Center.

Hands-on, minds-on STEM education at the Science Museum and 
Strasenburgh Planetarium

Encouraging	lifelong	learning	is	our	passion.	Becoming	an	astronaut	or	
being	the	next	great	inventor	aren’t	just	
dreams—students	can	engage	all	five	
senses	with	RMSC	Museum’s	extensive	
experiential	learning	opportunities	and	
spark	an	interest	that	inspires	their	future	
studies	and	careers.

Give	your	students	an	up-close	look	at	our	
solar	system	and	beyond	at	the	Strasenburgh	Planetarium.	Enjoy	a	full	
range	of	Star	Shows	and	giant-screen	films	that	explore	the	universe	and	
life	here	on	Earth.	With	a	new,	state-of-the-art	digital	projection	system,	
students	can	learn	from	the	most	up-to-date	data	from	NASA	and	take	a	
deeper	dive	into	topics	that	interest	them.

Homeschool	families	can	enroll	in	any	of	the	current	school	program	
offerings	on	RMSC.org/educators	(please	be	aware	that	programs	
require	a	minimum	number	of	students).

Homeschooling Opportunities at Cumming Nature Center

In	classes	designed	
exclusively	for	homeschool	
students,	our	Cumming	
Nature	Center’s	Forest	
School	recognizes	the	
intrinsic	relationship	
between	children	and	
nature.	With	nature	as	our	
classroom,	daily	activities	
are	based	on	fostering	
three	things:	purposeful	
work,	observation,	and	
exploration.	Each	day	is	spent	entirely	outdoors	in	all	types	of	weather,	at	
our	dynamic,	900-acre	environmental	education	facility	that	celebrates	
the	unique	landscape	and	culture	of	the	Finger	Lakes	region.

A	new	partnership	with	the	Walden	Project	-	NY	further	expands	the	
Nature	Center’s	Forest	School	offerings.	The	Walden	Project	is	a	unique	
year-long	educational	experience	that	provides	students	with	academic	
independence	and	the	opportunity	to	develop	their	own	personal	
philosophy	and	individual	approach	to	learning.

Forest	School	programs	are	for	
students	ages	4–19.	Learn	more	and	
enroll	your	homeschool	student	
at	RMSC.org/forestschool,	or	call	

585.374.6160.
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The	Creative	Workshop	at	the	Memorial	Art	Gallery	of	the 
University	of	Rochester	is	a	museum-based	art	school	for	all	
ages	and	abilities	where	students	can	enjoy	a	wide	range	of	
hands-on	instruction	in	drawing,	painting,	cartooning,	sculpture,	
collage,	clay	&	the	fiber	arts.	Classes	are	taught	by	artist-
teachers	and,	in	many	cases,	will	access	the	MAG’s	collection	
and	traveling	exhibitions	as	part	of	the	curriculum.	Join	us	for	
classes	on	Saturdays	throughout	the	school	year	as	well	as	our	
all-day	school	break	and	summer	art	camps	that	are	designed	
for	children	ages	6–13.	Our	classes	are	held	in	the	studios,	
outside	(when	appropriate),	and	within	the	museum.	Visit	
the	Memorial	Art	Gallery	Creative	Workshop	page	for	more	
information	at	MAG.Rochester.edu.

Not	ready	to	commit	to	a	full	course?	Join	us	on	Saturdays	for	
Kids	Create	Dates	that	offer	fun	and	flexible,	creative	art	projects	
you	can	make	before,	after,	or	while	your	family	explores	the	
museum.	All	tools	will	be	supplied	for	a	play	date	with	creativity!

If	you	are	looking	to	volunteer	and	immerse	yourself	in	art	
during	our	summer	session,	and	on	Saturdays	during	the	school	
year,	the	Creative	Workshop	also	has	very	limited	openings	for	
high	school	student	volunteers	between	the	ages	of	16	and	21	
and	accepts	just	a	few	current	college	students	as	interns.
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Open up the 
World of STEM 
for all Learners

Learn more at eie.org

Engineering Storybooks 
Enhance learning with storybooks that  
use cross-curricular connections to bring 
STEM to life.

• Create context and open STEM up to 
diverse learners through interactive features

• Inspire global thinking with settings and 
characters from around the world

• Encourage problem solving, discovery,  
and creative thinking

Try-It! Kits
Give children every opportunity to get hands-
on with STEM. Try-It! Kits are inspired by our 
Engineering is Elementary® curriculum and 
complement print or digital storybooks with 
engaging, hands-on learning. 

 

Learn more at eie.org

Top Tips for Hands-On STEM at Home

Ready to step up your STEM solutions? We’ve got you covered. 
As you search for the perfect lessons and activities for your 
learners, remember these tips for inspiring curiosity with your kids: 

Ready To Use – Streamlined, prepared lessons and materials 
kits bring your lessons to life by effortlessly transitioning from 
learning to doing! Don’t spend valuable time waiting for bulky 
downloads or gathering hard-to-find materials when you can be 
creating and experimenting within minutes by finding something 
pre-made for your exact purpose. 

Real-World Connections – We believe STEM education should 
focus on real world fundamentals, not just abstract concepts. 
Framing engineering, science and math lessons in a problem-
solving context makes learning more interesting and valuable to 
learners, especially high-needs students. Get hands-on in your 
community and connect STEM learning with local issues your kids 
can have a hand in solving. 

Research-Based – Effective materials with accurate, culturally 
aware curricula will give you the confidence to know you’re 
preparing your learners to adapt to the world of tomorrow. You 
can rest assured knowing your homeschoolers benefit from years 
of research, evaluation and assessment when using materials you 
know you can trust. 

Get hands-on with STEM in any environment. Try It! Kits enhance 
the Engineering is Elementary® print or digital storybooks with 
engaging hands-on learning. 
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Kickstart 
Your Curiosity

10½ Beacon Street, Boston, MA 02108
(617) 720-7617 | bostonathenaeum.org

Boston Athenæum

Customized visits to Special Collections
Primary sources  |  Building tours  |  Membership

We invite you to explore the world through the collections of the Boston 
Athenæum. Founded in 1807, the Boston Athenæum is one of the most 
distinguished independent libraries and cultural institutions in the United States. 

Whether you are studying art, history, language arts, or STEM subjects, we have 
something to pique your curiosity, deepen your learning, and encourage thinking 
in new ways, such as:
• Sixteenth-century books on botany and zoology
• Nineteenth-century diaries
• World War I & II posters
• Contemporary artist’s books

Schedule a customized virtual or in-person visit for your family or homeschool 
group. We will work with you to identify Special Collections materials and develop 
activities that support your learning goals. 

VIRTUAL VISITS
• Up-close look at rare items, live from our reading room
• Available Monday to Saturday for groups as small as two people and as large as 95
• $5 per person

IN-PERSON VISITS
• Hands-on opportunities to study original primary sources
• Option to tour the library’s Historic Landmark building
• Available Monday to Saturday for groups as small as two people and as large as 

10 from one household or pod
• Starting at $5 per person
• Professional Development for Homeschool Educators

Each summer the Athenæum holds a workshop on expanding the use of primary 
sources in educational settings. Open to educators of all grade levels, the 
workshop introduces a range of strategies to support inquiry-based learning.

The 2021 workshop will focus on materials related to Abolition and the 
Underground Railroad. Join us from July 13 to 15, 2021: https://www.
bostonathenaeum.org/events/educator-workshops

STAY CONNECTED
Subscribe to our bimonthly e-newsletter to stay up to date with events and 
resources from the Athenæum’s Education department.

https://www.bostonathenaeum.org/educationupdates

CONTACT 
Contact Director of Education Hannah Weisman at weisman@bostonathenaeum.
org or (617) 720-7617 for more information or to schedule a program.
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Don’t forget 
to visit the 
Ships Store 

to find unique 
gifts and 

souvenirs.

Submarine Force Museum Assoc.
Home of the USS Nautilus

Did we mention it’s FREE?

1 Crystal Lake Road | Groton, CT | 860-694-3174 | ussnautilus.org   

Fun  
ALL  

SEASONS

Learn what  
has fascinated  
people about  
submarines
since Alexander
The Great.

Don’t forget to take a tour of  
the FIRST Nuclear submarine,  
the USS NAUTILUS! 

For

Live animals, books, posters, artifacts, and 
other educational materials may be used 
during presentations.

Programs are 30 minutes or 60 minutes 
but can be adjusted to meet specific 
needs and/or requirements.  Our programs 
are developed to meet standards and 
guidelines.  We offer both on site and off site 
visits with skilled educators. 

Educational Offerings at the 
HUNGERFORD NATURE CENTER

191 FARMINGTON AVENUE, KENSINGTON, CT 06037

To book a program call or email at 
860-827-9064   •   HungerfordNatureCenter@gmail.com

Visit our website: 
www.newbritainyouthmuseum.org 

for additional information.
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Connecticut River Museum
Discover	the	exciting	history	and	breathtaking	environment	of	New	
England’s	Great	River	at	the	Connecticut	River	Museum	in	Essex,	CT.	
The	museum	is	open	year-round,	offering	educational	programs	for	
Grades	K-8,	changing	exhibits,	boat	cruises,	and	more.

COME FOR A FAMILY EXPLORATION
Bring	your	family	and	explore	the	exhibits!	Climb	aboard	a	replica	
of	the	Turtle	submarine	and	find	out	what	it	was	like	to	be	a	subma-
rine	pilot	during	the	American	Revolution.	Walk	all	410	miles	of	the	
River	as	you	travel	our	vertical	gallery	filled	with	aerial	photos	and	
a	whimsical	mural	of	the	River.	Learn	the	stories	of	people	and	the	
river	from	Native	Americans	through	the	present	in	our	three	floors	
of	exhibits.	Don’t	forget	to	take	a	boat	trip	on	the	River	itself.	

PARTICIPATE IN A HOMESCHOOL WORKSHOP
The	Museum	offers	monthly	programs	for	Homeschoolers,	Septem-
ber	–	June.	Programs	explore	the	history	and	environment	of	the	
River	Valley	and	take	place	in	the	galleries	and	waterfront	campus,	
on	vessels,	at	nearby	sites,	and	at	Bushnell	Farm	in	Old	Saybrook.	
Connect	to	the	past	with	primary	documents;	collect	micro-organ-
isms	in	a	plankton	trawl	to	analyze	under	a	microscope;	participate	
in	the	daily	life	activities	of	a	colonial	farm;	learn	how	to	sail	a	vessel;	
or	take	a	boat	trip	in	search	of	bald	eagles!

PLAN A SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR YOUR GROUP
The	Museum	is	happy	to	plan	a	program	for	homeschool	co-ops	
or	larger	collaboratives.	Programs	can	be	90	minutes	to	full-day	
experiences.	Include	programs	from	our	standard	school	offerings	
or	custom	design	to	meet	your	specific	learning	goals.	Please	call	
the	education	department	at	least	2	weeks	in	advance	to	plan	your	
program.

For	more	information	visit	ctrivermuseum.org, 
or call 860.767.8269, ext. 113.
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Take	a	journey	back	in	time	and	visit	The	Shore	Line	Trolley	Museum	in	
East	Haven,	CT.		The	museum	operates	a	fine	collection	of	restored	trolleys	
on	1.5	miles	of	track,	once	connecting	the	city	of	New	Haven	with	the	
Connecticut	shore	line.		For	over	100	years,	trolley	cars	traversed	this	
private	right-of-way	from	East	Haven,	through	the	woods	and	marshland	of	
Beacon	Hill	to	Short	Beach.	

From	the	quiet	hum	of	the	electric	motors	to	the	gentle	sway	of	the	trolley,	
visitors	are	transported	to	a	much	simpler	time.		Removed	from	modern-
day	distractions	and	traffic	jams,	the	scene	seems	nearly	unchanged	by	the	
passage	of	a	century.		Now	a	National	Historic	District,	the	museum	offers	
visitors	a	glimpse	into	the	past	giving	critical	insight	as	to	how	this	early	
electric,	clean	mode	of	transportation	helped	in	the	creation	of	suburban	
life,	integrated	neighborhoods,	and	allowed	local	businesses	to	thrive.			
The	railway	is	the	oldest	continuously	operating	suburban	trolley	line	in	
the	United	States.		

The	museum	offers	guided	and	self-guided	educational	tours	for	
individuals,	families,	and	larger	groups.	The	Museum,	operated	by	the	
Branford	Electric	Railway	Association,	is	a	non-profit	501(c)3	organization.		
Tour	guides	and	trolley	operators	consist	of	trained,	knowledgeable,	and	
dedicated	volunteers.	

The	museum	also	welcomes	specialized	groups,	photographers,	historians	
and	is	a	great	venue	for	parties,	corporate	events,	and	even	has	a	Justice	of	
the	Peace	on	site	for	small	weddings.		Individual	and	family	memberships	
are	available	as	well	as	corporate	sponsorships.	

The	museum	also	hosts	special	events	throughout	the	year	such	as	the	
Museum	in	Motion,	Pumpkin	Patch,	a	Visit	With	Santa	and	Photography	
Nights.		Due	to	evolving	Covid-19	guidelines,	programs	may	vary	in	size	and	
scope.		Please	visit	www.shorelinetrolley.org	often	for	updated	schedules,	
e-mail	info@shorelinetrolley.org,	or	call	the	museum	at	(203) 467-6927.	
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At Skylands Ice World, 2021 marks our 15th year of Camp Skylands, full 
day summer camp! 

This	year	we	have	daily	schedules	and	weekly	themes	to	keep	camp as fun 
as	it	should	be.	We	include	skate	time	in	our	daily	activities,	however	there	
is	much	more	to	our	program!	We	will	be	doing	arts	and	crafts,	science	
experiments,	theater	performances,	kickball,	basketball	&	other	fun	
activities,	including	our	popular	ice	cream	parties.

We	have	also	scheduled	the	Hardyston	Fire	Department	to	do	a	fire	truck	
wet	down	event	and	other	authorities	for	Emergency	Services	week.	

For	a	part	of	the	time,	we	will	be	outside	utilizing	the	grassy	area	in	the	
back	of	our	building	to	play	theme	related	games	throughout	the	day	
unless	there	is	inclement	weather.	On	our	very	few	rainy	days,	we	have	
inside	games	and	activities	scheduled.

A morning snack, full lunch, and all lessons are included in the camp 
fees! We	will	be	having	Mr.	Tim’s	super	science	experiments	for	the	group	
several	weeks	throughout	the	summer.	All	campers	participate	in	week-
long,	cool	science	and	engineering	experiences,	sure	to	excite	the	kid	in	all	
of	us!

Camp Skylands is a place to make new friends and enjoy time off from 
school.	We	want	our	campers	to	have	the	best	experience	we	can	give	
them,	and	a	summer	they	will	remember.	

In	addition	to	Camp	Skylands,	we	have	hockey	and	figure	skating	camps	for	
athletes	of	all	ages.	Our	camp	offerings	are	for	everyone,	whether	you	are	
a	hockey	player,	figure	skater	or	someone	who	wants	more	variety	beyond	
sports.	Spots	are	filling	up	quickly,	so	do	not	miss	out	on	the	best	summer	
ever!

Call today for more info, or to get your camper signed up! 
 973-697-1600. www.skylandsiceworldnj.com
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DELAWARE DELAWARE

115 Robert Melson Lane
Newark, DE 19702
302-368-5703
ironhillsciencecenter.org

Fall in love with nature 

and the environment 

with hiking, hands-on 

projects and adventure, 

while learning about rocks, 

insects, history and more.

EVERYONE 
WELCOME
EVERYONE 
WELCOME

•	 Summer	Camps

•	 Homeschool	Wednesdays

•	 School	and	group	tours

•	Nature	trail	walks

•	 Taxidermy	and	ecology	
collections

•	 Saturday	Science	programs

•	 African	American	history	
program

•	 BSA	Merit	Badge	programs

•	 Scout	programs

Museum and Science Center Hours

Tuesday	thru	Friday	10	a.m.	to	5	p.m.

Saturday	noon	to	4	p.m.

Walk-in Visitors Welcome!

For more information or to register for programs, 
call 302-368=5703

Where big learning happens in small places.

At	the	Iron	Hill	Museum	&	Science	Center,	the	visitor	gets	to	experience	
the	natural	world	that’s	all	around	them.	Our	permanent	museum	
exhibits	include	comprehensive	displays	of	local	flora	and	fauna,	rock	
and	mineral	specimens	from	the	local	region	as	well	as	from	around	
the	world,	fossil	specimens	found	in	the	region,	artifacts	from	local	
prehistoric	cultures,	and	historical	representation	of	the	rich	industry	
once	found	at	Iron	Hill.	After	visiting	the	museum	and	science	center,	
don’t	forget	to	visit	our	Iron	Hill	Trail	where	you	can	see	an	Iron	Mine!

Iron	Hill	Museum	and	Science	Center	has	fun	activities	going	on	year	
round!	Every	month	we	have	Super	Science	Saturday	and	Homeschool	
Wednesdays,	where	the	museum	picks	a	different	nature	related	topic	
to	discuss.	During	the	school	months,	we	teach	Cub,	Boy	Scouts	(merit	
badges),	and	Girl	Scout	programs.	In	the	spring	we	have	our	large	event	
known	as	the	Archaeology	and	Heritage	Festival,	and	in	the	autumn	we	
have	the	Iron	Hill	Powwow,	as	well	as	the	Children’s	Harvest	Festival.

We	are	open	Tuesdays	through	Friday	from	10am	until	5pm	&	Saturday	
from	12pm	until	4pm.	Private	tours	can	be	scheduled	for	any	day	of	the	
week.	Prices	vary.	General	Admission	is	$2	per	person	with	children	5	
and	under	free.	We	do	offer	memberships.

Our	address	is 
Iron Hill Science Center 

1115 Robert L. Melson Lane, Newark, DE 19702. 
Check	us	out	on	our	website	at	www.ironhillsciencecenter.org.
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VIRGINIA

888.493.7386
newport-news.org

Minutes to Williamsburg, 
A short drive to Virginia Beach.

Virginia Living Museum

AND
THE Great Outdoors
Ships,History

VIRGINIA / KENTUCKY

de Witt Cottage awhm.org

THE FILSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
C o n n e c t  w i t h  h i s t o r y  a t

1310 S. 3rd St. | Louisville, KY | (502) 635-5083 | filsonhistorical.org
Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00 | Free tours at 2:00 p.m.

Contact Scott Scarboro (sscarboro@filsonhistorical.org) to arrange group educational tours.
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KENTUCKY KENTUCKY

Education at Ashland, The Henry Clay Estate

Ashland	has	launched	new	online	resources	offering	students	the	
opportunity	for	connection,	interaction,	and	learning.	Three	tours	are	
available	for	virtual	classroom	experiences	where	students	interact	with	
knowledgeable	Ashland	guides	as	they	explore	the	mansion	and	its	artifacts.	

Tours	offered	are:	The	Signature	Henry	Clay,	Traces:	Slavery	at	Ashland,	and	
Women’s	Voices.	Ashland	also	offers	newly	published	educator	resource	
guides,	lessons,	and	activities	to	pair	with	each	tour.	The	guides	include	
primary	sources,	artifacts,	activities,	vocabulary,	and	more	to	enhance	
educator	interaction	with	students.

The	development	of	online	initiatives	also	provides	long-term	benefits	to	
people	who	cannot	visit	the	estate	in	person.		Jim	Clark,	Executive	Director	
notes,	“This	public	health	crisis	has	pushed	Ashland	into	the	21st	century	as	
we	continue	to	serve	our	constituents,	especially	students.	Just	because	we	
are	a	historic	site	doesn’t	mean	that	we	are	stuck	in	the	past	-	we	will	use	
whatever	communication	tools	we	can	to	remain	accessible.”

Ashland	staff	anticipates	the	launch	of	its	new	pre-recorded	virtual	tour	
experience,	“Traces:	Slavery	at	Ashland,”	later	this	spring.	This	experience	
will	be	enhanced	with	words	from	Lewis	Richardson,	who	escaped	Ashland	
through	the	Underground	Railroad,	as	well	as	photographs	and	primary	
source	material.	The	tour	will	benefit	from	narration	by	Ashley	Smith,	
co-founder	of	Black	Soil:	Our	Better	Nature.	This	immersive	virtual	field-
trip	experience	will	be	bookended	by	a	live	virtual	visit	from	an	Ashland	
educator	to	provide	context	and	answer	questions.

Live	virtual	tours	may	be	scheduled	by	contacting	Brenna	Pye	at 
bpye@henryclay.org or 859-266-8581, ext. 205.	Ashland	is	also	now	pre-
booking	the	“Traces:	Slavery	at	Ashland”	pre-recorded	virtual	field	trip.

Funding	from	Toyota	and	Kentucky	Humanities	and	the	National	
Endowment	for	the	Humanities	(NEH)	as	part	of	the	CARES	Act	economic	
stabilization	plan	of	2020.	
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NORTH CAROLINA NORTH CAROLINA

 Discover  
Explore

                    Connect Discover
 

Located in Asheville, North Carolina, the Western 
North Carolina Nature Center helps people 
discover the plants and animals of the Southern 
Appalachians, one of the oldest mountain ranges 
on Earth! 

Explore
With our virtual learning opportunities, you can 
have the WNC Nature Center come to you! Hands-
on programs and state-of-the-art technology allow 
groups across the country to explore our exciting 
animal education programs. Your virtual field 
trip lets you ask a zookeeper questions, meet live 
animal ambassadors, and slither and swim your 
way through the Nature Center!

Connect
With interactive, personalized programs designed 
for small and large groups in grades K through 12, 
you’ll connect with nature in a whole new way!
 

Complete program descriptions, pricing, and 
reservation information can be found at 
wildwnc.org/outreach-education
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SOUTH CAROLINA SOUTH CAROLINA

Hobcaw Barony: Where Learning Meets Fun
With a 60-mile stretch of coastline, it is no surprise that the Myrtle 
Beach area has become a leading tourist destination in South 
Carolina. This stretch known as the Grand Strand extends from the 
North Carolina border and ends at the historic Hobcaw Barony, 
located off Winyah Bay near Georgetown, South Carolina. 

Hobcaw Barony’s 16,000 acres encompass a rich diversity of 
every common ecosystem found on South Carolina’s coast. With 
over 70 cultural sites on the former plantation grounds, including 
cemeteries, slave cabins, and Belle W. Baruch’s homes, it serves as a 
time capsule for educators. This combination makes Hobcaw Barony 
an unparalleled destination for an educationally-based family 
activity.

This year, Hobcaw Barony has created a new slate of summer 
programming inspired to educate children of all ages. Including 
a Coastal Ecology Camp for rising 2nd-5th graders offered June 
through early July; a Tween Ecology day camp series for rising 6th-
8th graders with three sessions offered in June; and an afternoon 
series - coined Wild Wednesdays - for kids held from July through 
early August. 

In addition to youth programming, all guests of Hobcaw Barony 
have the opportunity to experience inside the Hobcaw House 
through either the 2-hour Discover Hobcaw tour or the 3-hour 
Explore Hobcaw tour. For each tour, visitors will see not only the 
historic Hobcaw House, but also Friendfield Village, the last 19th-
century slave village on the Waccamaw Neck. The Explore Hobcaw 
tour includes an additional stop at Bellefield Plantation and stables, 
the home of Belle Baruch, the last in a line of individual owners 
which began with the Lords Proprietors of Carolina in 1718.

Hobcaw Barony is open year-round and offers field studies during 
the school year. To learn more about camps and other Hobcaw 
Barony experiences, visit www.HobcawBarony.org or contact Sara 
Beth Freytag at sarabeth@hobcawbarony.org.
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FLORIDA FLORIDA

Jacksonville, Florida: Full of Field Trips for Homeschool Families

Looking	for	new	places	to	explore	and	learn	with	your	kids?	Combine	
recreation	and	education	in	Jacksonville,	Florida!

From	endless	opportunities	outdoors,	to	Museums	that	put	arts,	science	
and	history	on	display,	Jax	has	plenty	of	attractions	for	children	of	any	age	
or	grade.

Jacksonville	is	home	to	more	than	a	dozen	museums	filled	with	interactive	
exhibits,	world-class	art	and	hours	of	fun.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	
a	hands-on	art	class	at	the	Museum	of	Contemporary	Art	(MOCA),	or	a	
complete	educational	experience	at	the		Museum	of	Science	and	History	
(MOSH)	the	lessons	are	already	curated	for	you.	MOSH	even	offers	special	
Homeschool	Days	with	programming	designed	for	elementary	and	middle	
school-aged	students.	

Transform	Jacksonville’s	great	outdoors	into	a	classroom,	with	22	miles	of	
beaches		and	the	largest	urban	park	system	in	the	country.	Combine	sun,	
fun,	nature	and	learning	all	in	one.	Teach	the	kids	about	the	tides,	collect	
and	sorting	seashells	or	dive	into	subjects	like	ecology	and	marine	biology.	
Whether	you’re	oceanfront	or	exploring	one	of	the	many	parks	around	the	
city,	you	can	turn	any	outdoor	adventure	into	an	educational	experience.

Teach	the	kids	about	nature	and	wildlife	beyond	your	own	back	yard	at	
the	Jacksonville	Zoo	and	Gardens.	Be	sure	to	check	out	The	Zoo’s	early	
childhood	education	programs	and	Homeschool	Zoocademy	classes	too!	

Another	perfect	spot	to	teach	your	kids	about	animals,	agriculture,	farming	
and	sustainability	is	Northeast	Florida’s	own,	Congaree	and	Penn.	At	both	
farm	and	restaurant,	the	lessons	and	experiences	are	limitless.	Pick	your	
own	in	season	fruit,	dine	for	a	meal,	hop	on	a	wagon	ride	to	tour	the	farm	
and	even	meet	&	greet	the	goats.	

Pack	a	day	full	of	field	trips	or	plan	an	educational	vacation	and	spend	more	
time	learning,	exploring	and	relaxing	in	Jacksonville,	Florida.	



72 73

ALABAMA ALABAMA

The American Village is a unique attraction in the heart of Alabama, on 188 

acres of rolling pasture in Montevallo, 30 minutes south of Birmingham. 

Housed here is a nationally pioneering education institution focused on 

building good citizens through immersive and engaging experiences. 

Here visitors discover the power and drama of America’s journey for 

independence, liberty and self-government. 

The Village offers school programs for students in grades K-12, and caters 

to public, private, parochial and homeschool groups. Students take part in 

American history as they step back in time to the founding era of our nation, 

learning firsthand through engaging experiences led by a passionate staff of 

costumed historical interpreters.

New for Fall 2021 will be the opening of the West Wing of Independence Hall, 

which will offer a multi-sensory experience “Choosing to be an American 

People.” Visitors will travel from the Boston Massacre to the protest of the 

Stamp Act and the Boston Tea Party, to Paul Revere’s Ride and the Shot Heard 

‘Round the World, through the American Revolution and the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence!

The distinctive American Village campus includes Washington Hall, inspired 

by George Washington’s Mount Vernon; a Colonial Courthouse; replicas of 

the President’s Oval Office and East Room of the White House; a Colonial 

Chapel inspired by Bruton Parish Church of Williamsburg; a Colonial Garden; 

Concord Bridge; a replica of the Liberty Bell; and an old-fashioned and 

beautifully restored Barn.

Although these facilities play a key role in presenting these ideas and stories, 

the American Village campus is not about its buildings.  It is instead about 

building in the hearts and minds of students -- young and old -- a sense of 

stewardship of what George Washington called “the sacred fire of liberty.”
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ALABAMA ALABAMA

For 117 years, Vulcan, the mythical Roman god of the forge, has embodied 
the story of Birmingham, Alabama. At Vulcan Park and Museum, we bring 
this story to life for students through tours, exhibits, and virtual programs. 

Our educational programs excite 
students through inquiry-based learning 
and serve students of all ages and 
learning styles. Guided museum tours 
allow students to explore Birmingham’s 
history through grade-appropriate 
instruction and indoor and outdoor 
activities. Aligned with the Alabama 

Course of Study and College and Career Ready Standards, content 
covers multiple classroom subjects, with an emphasis on social studies. 
Each group has the chance to visit Vulcan’s observation tower for an 
unforgettable view of the region.

In addition to on-site tours, Vulcan also offers multiple virtual programs! 
From in depth lessons on industrial history and geology, to recorded plays 
based on important local historical 
figures, there is something for everyone. 
On our website, you’ll also find lesson 
plans, activity guides, and more!

Guided tours should be scheduled at 
least three weeks in advance. Bookings 
are made on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Please contact the Museum Programs Manager at fieldtrips@
visitvulcan.com or complete the “Book a Program Form” on our website, 
visitvulcan.com/learn. 

Vulcan Park and Museum 
Forging Memorable Field 
Trips for Homeschoolers
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OHIO OHIO

Create Your Own History with Our Field Trips!
Historic Zoar Village and Fort Laurens Offer Plenty 

of Learning Fun!

As	a	homeschool	parent,	you	know	that	all	the	reading,	unit	studies	and	
tests	in	the	world	can’t	match	the	power	of	the	field	trip	experience.	
What’s	more,	Excellence	in	Education	(EIE)	says	field	trips	are	an	excellent	
supplement	to	your	in-home	teaching	because	they:

•	 Allow	students	to	experience	the	topic	instead	of	just	reading	
about	it

•	 Provide	a	socialization	experience	for	your	children	and	the	
opportunity	to	meet	new	friends

•	 Provide	adult	interaction	for	you!

Historic	Zoar	Village	and	Fort	Laurens	offer	several	field	trip	days	for	
homeschool	students	throughout	the	year.	“Our	homeschool	days	are	fun	
and	exciting	opportunities	for	kids	to	enjoy	hands-on,	experience-based	
learning,”	says	Tammi	Shrum,	site	director.	

Together,	the	two	sites	are	offering	a	wealth	of	learning	in	2021,	starting	
with	Spring	Homeschool	Day	in	Zoar,	which	will	focus	on	the	environment	
and	Earth	Day.	Their	Fall	School	Day	is	centered	around	the	Civil	War	with	
Civil	War	School	Day.	.	By	popular	demand,	Fort	Laurens	will	again	hold	
Revolutionary	War	School	Day	and	Archaeology	Day,	while	both	sites	offer	
field	trips	by	appointment	for	any	size	group.	Dates	and	times	can	be	
found	in	the	ad	opposite	this	article.	

For more information on costs and reservations, 
call 1-800-262-6195. 
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MICHIGAN MICHIGAN

Taking	a	virtual	visit	to	North	America’s	oldest	aquarium	is	the	perfect	
summer	activity!	The	Belle	Isle	Aquarium	is	an	Ablert	Khan	designed	facility	
opened	in	1904,	located	in	Detroit’s	Belle	Isle	park.	The	historic	Belle	Isle	
Aquarium	is	managed	and	operated	by	Belle	Isle	Conservancy,	a	non-
profit	partner	of	the	park	whose	mission	is	to	protect,	preserve,	restore	
and	enhance	the	natural	environment,	historic	structures,	and	unique	
character	of	Belle	Isle	as	a	public	park	-	now	and	forever.

When	you	join	Belle	Isle	Conservancy’s	education	team	for	a	virtual	visit	
to	the	Belle	Isle	Aquarium,	you	take	a	trip	through	the	freshwaters	of	the	
world	and	experience	dozens	of	species	from	the	great	lakes	and	rivers	of	
North	America,	South	America,	Africa,	and	Asia.	Meet	river	giants	like	the	
alligator	gar	(which	can	grow	up	to	6	feet	long!),	or	prehistoric	fish	like	the	
polypterus	(a	species	that	is	even	older	than	dinosaurs!).	The	Belle	Isle	
Aquarium	notably	houses	one	of	the	largest	collections	of	air	breathing	fish	
in	the	United	States,	and	cares	for	several	species	that	are	endangered	in	
the	wild.

Take	a	deeper	dive	with	us	and	book	your	virtual	tour	today!	Tours	last	
for	one	hour	and	are	booked	at	a	rate	of	$50.	Our	tours	are	perfect	for	
summer	camps,	scout	groups,	families,	and	anyone	interested	in	learning	
more	about	freshwater	fish	from	around	the	globe.	We	welcome	groups	
of	all	ages!	To	learn	more	about	Belle	Isle	Conservancy	and	the	Belle	Isle	
Aquarium,	visit	www.belleisleconservancy.org/education.

As	the	facility	remains	closed	for	public	safety	during	the	pandemic,	our	
team	looks	forward	to	sharing	our	fresh	exhibits	with	our	virtual	visitors.	
By	booking	a	virtual	tour,	you	support	the	operation	of	the	Aquarium	in	the	
absence	of	weekly	donations	received	when	we	are	open	to	the	public.
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OHIO / MICHIGAN

Guided tours of the life and 
works of sculpture artist 

Ernest Warther, who 
captured the Evolution of 

the Steam Engine. 

331 Karl Ave. Dover, Ohio

Groups call 330-432-6947


The Warther Museum 

Dover, Ohio

Tours	of	Cleveland,	LLC	offers	exciting	and	
educational	walking	tours	of	beautiful	and	

historic	downtown	Cleveland.

www.toursofcleveland.com

(216) 318-3865
toursofcleveland@gmail.com

Great	for	middle	school	students	and	up!
Group	pricing	available.

330.972.6909
60 FIR HILL  AKRON, OH

www.howerhouse.org

 Educational tours

 Seasonal exhibits/programs

 Community Service opportunities

 Events & Rentals

 Cellar Door Store gift shop

Guided tours: Wednesday - Saturday, noon - 3:00 pm
Group tours: please call for an appointment

The University of Akron

MICHIGAN / ON-LINE MUSICAL PROGRAM

For all things 
musical!
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