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Education programs for school-aged kids that
meet Rhode Island GSE targets.

Early childhood programs full of fun and discovery
for wee ones and their parents to enjoy together.

Group rates for parties of 10 or more (when booked in
advance), plus free, downloadable self-guided tours to
make the most of your field trip.

Find out more www.rwpzoo.org/education.cfm
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Roger Williams Park Zoo Ad – Educational Programs
Roger Williams Park Zoo Article – Educational Programs
PA Cyber Charter School Article – Cyber School for K-12
American Heritage Education Foundation
Free Lesson Plans: History/Social Studies/Civics
Center for Talented Youth Online – Gifted Student Program
Descartes Cove Math Series – Math Enrichment for Middle/HS Students
Central PA Digital Learning Foundation – Online Curriculum Grades K-12
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation – Distance Learning/Virtual Field Trips
CSK 12 – Virtual Online School
In Tune Partners/Music Alive – Music Curriculum
K12 – Cyber School for K-12
Learning ZoneXpress – Nutrition/Health/Life Skills Tools for Home Educators
A Beginning Advantage – Language Arts and Science Curriculum
Milestone Ministries /Rod and Staﬀ Books & More – Complete Bible-Base Curriculum
Paradigm Accelerated Curriculum – Full Curriculum
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute – Academic Outreach Programs
SevenStar Academy – Online Christian Curriculum
YouCanWrite.Net – Computer-BSED Writing Programs
Pennsylvania Ski Areas Association – Pa Ski Resorts
Beall’s Learning Games – Educational Games
Draw Your World – Drawing/Handwriting/Coloring/Writing/Unit Studies
AuthorTerryWebb.Com – Historical Fiction Books
Grasshopper Kits – Preschool Prep Kits
Hewitt Homeschooling – Educational Curriculum
Homeschool Legal Advantage – Legal Protection for Homeschoolers
Oklahoma State University – High School Online Language Courses
Stevenson Learning Skills – Basic Skills-Students with Learning Issues
Triangle Education Assessment – Achievement/Practice Tests
The Upper Room Chapel & Museum – Chapel and Museum
Clutter Free Kids – Storage Organizers For Kids
Nature Center of Cape May – Nature Center
Craftkits – Crafts/Books/Tapes/CDs
Embrace Art – Art-History Mini Curriculum
Speedy Spanish/Bechtel Books – Christian Curriculum, Books, Etc.
Ski and Ride Ny – Skiing Program
Product Review Information – Information on our New Product Review Service
Book of Colors – Wordless Suede Bible Story Book
Homeschool Foundation Article – Charitable Arm of the HSLDA
Homeschool Foundation Ad – Charitable Arm of the HSLDA
PA Cyber Charter School Ad – Cyber School for K-12

The Homeschoolers for Educational Resources is produced by Homeschoolers Guides.
The Homeschoolers Guide for Educational Resources is published twice a year (March & Sept.)
Visit our website at www.homeschoolersguides.com or email us at homeschoolersguide@yahoo.com
Articles and Ads that appear in the Homeschoolers Guide do not necessarily reﬂect the position or opinion of the
publishers, nor does publication of said articles and ads constitute an endorsement of views they may express.
Accuracy of all claims, oﬀers and materials represented herein is the sole responsibility of the advertisers.
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Roger Williams Park Zoo:
3 Times the Fun
Roger Williams Park Zoo not only houses over 160 diﬀerent animal
species, but also serves as a hub for learning, exploration and discovery
for kids of all ages. Providing a haven for animals, a site for family fun
and a unique learning resource, the Zoo oﬀers a wide array of
educational programs for kids from pre-kindergarten to high school.
The Zoo’s educational programs allow kids to explore lessons
introduced in the classroom and apply them in a real-world setting.
The programs are taught by trained educators, accompanied by live
animals and themed individually, catering to children of all ages and
interests. Whether a child is 2 or 12, interested in art or fascinated by
bugs, there is a program for everyone.
Another educational resource oﬀered at the Zoo is self-guided tours.
Perfect for parents looking for a more in-depth experience, a self-guided
tour at the Zoo allows you the freedom of experiencing the zoo at
your own pace. Designed to focus on grade-appropriate concepts for
grades K-12, each unique, self guided tour also provides background
information for target objectives, the Grade Span expectations fulﬁlled
by the tour, a map of Zoo trails and activities for kids oﬀered before,
during and after your tour. Each tour comes with a packet that can be
downloaded for free oﬀ the Zoo’s website.
There are a number of tours to choose from: from classifying animals
and learning about their habitats, to exploring the human impact on
the environment and what the Zoo is doing to protect endangered
species; there’s something for everyone to learn about at the Zoo.
Excellent educational opportunities are oﬀered for kids in the fall
months through a variety of programs. Fall opportunities range from
one-night events to clubs that meet once a week. Opportunities like
the Bug Club, Roots and Shoots, Zoo Explorers, Wild Art and the
Toddler Trek program are some of the many options available for
parents and kids to take advantage of this fall. Visit www.rwpzoo.org
and click on the education tab for more information on all of the
programs the Zoo oﬀers.

www.rwpzoo.org

PA CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL
Technological Innovation and Academic Excellence
1200 Midland Avenue, Midland, PA 15059
(888) PA-CYBER
generalinfo@pacyber.org
The story of the Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School is one
of innovation and excellence born of challenge and necessity.
Like many school districts in western Pennsylvania, the Borough of
Midland experienced a decline in enrollment and the erosion of its tax
base throughout the waning decades of the 20th century. This trend
impacted both the quality and quantity of educational opportunities for
Midland students, a situation both the school district and the community
refused to accept.
Responding to the need for locally based educational alternatives for its
students, Midland developed a visionary concept for combining and
leveraging its school district’s recognized excellence with a statewide
demand for improved public education accessible through online instruction.
In the 2000-2001 school year, Midland launched the Western Pennsylvania
Cyber Charter School for students in grades K through 12. Utilizing
a truly cutting-edge approach, WPCCS has forged an innovative union
of modern technology and traditional academic excellence to deliver
high-quality educational choices to students and families. WPCCS offers
real choices to young people who, for reasons as unique as each student,
choose not to pursue a more conventional education, and has grown to
become a leader and innovator in the continuing development of
Internet-based instruction.
PA Cyber currently phased out the “Western” in its name because of
the services provided to all Pennsylvanians. WPCCS is now known as
The Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School.
From the quality and breadth of our course offerings, to our continuing
development of computer learning tools, PA Cyber has become a leader
and innovator in the field of Internet-based education. Our school serves
thousands of students throughout Pennsylvania and is broadening the
scope of its operations to meet the needs of families typically underserved
by traditional public education.
With PA Cyber the possibilities are endless, and amazingly, it all began
with one small school district that refused to settle for anything less than
the best for its students. PA Cyber is currently celebrating its 10th year of
providing an educational choice to Pennsylvania families.

Visit www.pacyber.org for more information.
Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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AMERICAN HERITAGE
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
An amazing, free, K-12 Social Studies/ History Lesson Plan resource
is now available on-line at www.americanheritage.org or by
contacting the donating non-profit educational foundation
directly from this same website, the American Heritage Education
Foundation, Inc. The LP’s can be downloaded directly or the free
CD’s will be mailed to you at no cost whatsoever by contacting
AHEF from the above website. Or if you like hands-on materials,
beautiful, award winning graphics and tabbed (by subject) loose
leaf binders are also available at AHEF cost of $19.50 per book
($10.00 for printing and $9.50 for mailing).
The content covers the very patriotic themes of Freedom, Unity,
Progress and Responsibility connected to our founding documents.
Of particular emphasis is the Declaration of Independence focusing
on America’s founders’ factual understanding that our freedoms are
unalienable precisely because they were a gift from God, the Creator,
not man or government.
The ideas taught are assessed in a number of state assessments,
nationally standardized tests, Advanced Placement Exam study
guides and core curriculum developed by the National Council of
Social Studies. The lessons can be modified, taught in segments or
used in parts. They provide activities and assessments from group
projects, discussions and simulations to individual tasks, puzzles,
visuals and more. The materials develop civics skills in critical
thinking, active listening and problem solving.
An instructor can deliver all lessons and no teacher training is
required since the LP’s are designed with a hands-on practical
format. The materials and information are based on factual,
objective history, versus revisionist opinions.

GOD BLESS AMERICA!
www.americanheritage.org
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Descartes' Cove Math Series

Software for middle school and early high school students
l
6 CD

set of adventures in
Measurement
Number & Operations
Data Analysis & Probability
Algebra
Geometry
Reasoning & Proof
l
Follows the NCTM Standards for grades 6 to 8
l
School and district licenses also available

Created by

Center for Talented Youth
With support from the AT&T Foundation
and Toyota USA Foundation

www.cty.jhu.edu/cove
cove@jhu.edu

The Descartes’ Cove Math Series, created by CTY with support
from the AT&T Foundation and Toyota USA Foundation, provides
excellent enrichment for middle school and early high school students in
six key areas:
Measurement
Number & Operations
Data Analysis & Probability
Algebra
Geometry
Reasoning and Proof
Marooned on a desert island once inhabited by Rene’ Descartes,
students discover his notebook and gear, and begin their journey through
the island’s tunnels, caves, jungles, abandoned mines, and sunken ships.
At each step, they solve increasingly difficult math challenges as they
prepare to tackle the final quest to build a means to escape.

www.cty.jhu.edu/cove
cove@jhu.edu
Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation
1500 4th Avenue, Altoona PA 16602
www.cpdlf.org
Phone: 1-866-215-5936 Fax: 814-946-8526
Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation is a statewide
cyber-charter school and has been in existence since 2002. The origins
of CPDLF were based on the concerns of the local superintendents for
students who were leaving their school district. The superintendents
wanted to oﬀer a viable alternative to the brick and mortar school that
would provide an equally challenging, highly qualiﬁed education as
their own schools. The administrators believed this would provide a
smooth transition for students to be able to return to their districts.
Consequently, Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation has
a stringent curriculum and strict requirements for graduation. CPDLF
closely guards all of its policies to be in compliance to the Pennsylvania
Department of Education, including the highly qualiﬁed regulations for
our teachers/mentors.
The teachers/mentors work closely with the parents and students
in our cyber, small-setting environment. At CPDLF, we focus on a
student-centered, educational program that relies on basic educational
principles while utilizing the latest information and communications
technology to promote student achievement, thus fostering higherorder-thinking and problem-solving skills. CPDLF interacts with students
via technology but also uses technology to teach students to conduct
in-depth research, to collaborate with other students and faculty, and
to seek guidance from experts around the world.
CPDLF students have the opportunity to master essential content and
skills which provides them with the opportunity to build a strong
foundation to compete in the workforce of today and tomorrow.
The goal of the Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation is
to utilize its technological resources to provide educational learning
opportunities across the Commonwealth.
Our oﬃce, located in Altoona, is open and friendly to all those who may
inquire about our cyber school. If you favor a cyber school that has a
wide scope of options but with a small personal touch, then we are the
educational source that is right for you.
For additional information, please visit our website at www.cpdlf.org

Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Innovative Distance Learning
from Colonial Williamsburg!
The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation operates the world’s
largest living history museum in Williamsburg, Virginia—
the restored 18th-century capital of Britain’s largest, wealthiest,
and most populous outpost of empire in the New World.
Here we interpret the origins of the idea of America, conceived
decades before the American Revolution. An important part of Colonial
Williamsburg’s mission is to reach students across the country with
the founding stories of America. The Electronic Field Trips Series,
celebrating its 15th year, is the Foundation’s innovative education
outreach initiative to achieve this goal. This year’s lessons bring
Native Americans, the authors of the Constitution, settlers, explorers,
enslaved Africans, young Americans, and conservators right into your
home classroom.
So what are Electronic Field Trips?
•Live national television broadcasts that bring American history alive
Emmy Award-winning programs for students in grades 4–8
•Relevant stories of people, places, and events from the past Broadcasts
air at 10 AM and 1 PM Eastern Time
•Broadcast on participating PBS stations and cable channels
•Streaming broadcasts live on your computer
•Live toll-free call-in and e-mail questions to Colonial Williamsburg
historians
•Online voting, video previews, and year-long student message boards
•On demand 24/7 video clips, teacher resources, and student activities
While anyone can watch the live television broadcasts (they are carried
by many PBS stations), registering for the programs provide access to
the many online resources that are an integral part of each broadcast.
Go to www.history.org/trips to see this season’s schedule, examine
free samples in the “Explore” section, and watch the vodcast, “What is
an EFT?” You will also find information about the deep discount pricing
we offer home schools in partnership with the Home School Buyer’s
Co-Op. Simply click on the “Homeschools” link.
For additional information, e-mail EFTSupport@cwf.org.

Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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This is a new era in Catholic education. Students all across the
country want access to aﬀordable, quality education in an online,
faith-based environment. We oﬀer an excellent academic and
religious education program for all students, at a price you can
aﬀord. We oﬀer a wide range of classes in all core and elective
areas. Our teachers have degrees in ﬁeld, are certiﬁed, and are
highly qualiﬁed, subject area experts.
Our school provides you with ﬂexibility in scheduling, since you
can take your classes anytime of the day or week and you can
work anywhere you have web access. The material is rigorous,
and all content is delivered online. You do not need to purchase
additional textbooks as the core curriculum is provided online
and is included in our tuition. Our digital school system has an
internal messaging system, chat feature, discussion board, email,
and a digital drop box for sending assignments back and forth.
You have access to student support specialists and teachers
every day.
We look forward to meeting your family’s educational needs.
Call today for additional information or to schedule your online
tour of our virtual school programs.

954-607-7772
www.CSK12.com
info@CSK12.com

Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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THE YOUNG MUSICIAN’S TEXTBOOK

MONTHLY

The Young Musicians’ Textbook
for Music-Making Students
In Tune Monthly is a magazine written exclusively for 7th- through 12th-grade
music-making students and their teachers. Used as an in-classroom textbook,
it focuses on enriching and broadening an appropriate contemporary and
traditional music curriculum for middle and high school students and appeals
to the independent player as well – perfect for the homeschool environment.
In Tune Monthly gives young musicians essential insights into a wide
variety of musical genres, instruments and technology. It explores the
music they are passionate about and explains in the simplest terms how
it is made, learned, performed, recorded and distributed. It encourages
collaboration and experimentation, and offers information on a broad range
of options for musicians, including skills development, careers in the arts
and music’s integral and enduring role in life.

GET YOUR
STUDENTS IN TUNE
WITH THE WIDE
WORLD OF MUSIC!

BRING MUSIC
ALIVE FOR
YOUR STUDENTS

In Tune Monthly is the perfect enrichment
tool for 7th- through 12th-grade musicmaking students. In Tune keeps them
reading about music and uses a broad
mix of appropriate contemporary and
traditional content to reinforce the virtues
of practice, performance, collaboration,
creation and appreciation.

For 30 years, the best
school districts have used
Music Alive! to engage
4th- through 10th-grade
students with appropriate
contemporary and
traditional content in an
ever-expanding range
of musical subjects.

Now, homeschoolers can have this ready-to-use music
curriculum at their fingertips. For the special price of $165.00,
our MINI SUBSCRIPTION Classroom Set comes 8 times per year,
(Oct–May). Each month you will receive 5 Student Copies of
either magazine, a Teacher Guide and Listening CD.

To order the
MINI SUBSCRIPTION for
In Tune Monthly or Music Alive!, or
to request complimentary sample
issues, call or email Tia at 914.358.1200 x310,
tlevinson@intunepartners.com
Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Music Education for Today’s Generation
Music Alive! uses the life-changing power of appropriate music to
inspire teenagers to be passionate learners. For 30 years, band directors,
choral directors, general music teachers and librarians have used
Music Alive! to engage students in grades 4–10 in an ever-expanding
range of musical subjects.

SUBSCRIBE NOW! These award-winning, ready-to-use
curricula can be at your fingertips through a special MINI SUBSCRIPTION to
either magazine – a classroom set geared specifically for homeschoolers,
libraries and study groups. Priced at only $165.00, the MINI SUBSCRIPTION
comes 8 times per year (Oct–May). Each month you will receive 5 Student
copies of either magazine (your choice); 1 Teacher Guide with lesson plans;
and 1 classroom CD of original artist recordings that musically illustrate the
magazine articles.
To get In Tune Monthly or Music Alive!, call or email Tia to request the Homeschooler’s
Order Form. A complimentary sample issue of each of our magazines will be sent to you
upon request. Contact Tia at 914.358.1200 x310 or tlevinson@intunepartners.com

musicalive.com s INTUNEMONTHLYCOM
15
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The Wynns family discovered that schooling at home
is a global adventure

is individualized to give every child the chance to
s patented
ented methodology lets students learn at the pace
t is delivered online—complete with hands-on
earning materials you need.

We support you with:
• Comprehensive curriculum: single course
to full-time
• Teaching guides
• Suggested weekly schedules
• Online charts to track progress
• Lesson plans and assessments
• World Language and Advanced Learner
programs
• Summer School program
• Plus, exceptional customer service always
available
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ens of thousands of families nationwide are using K12.
In fact, over 95% of parents express satisfaction and
would recommend K12 to a friend.
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For more information, go to K12.com/individualize
Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Learning ZoneXpress
Learning ZoneXpress is a small company with a big passion!
We design, create, and sell innovative teaching tools on nutrition
and life skills topics for a variety of audiences. For the past 12 years,
Learning ZoneXpress has been creating eye-catching and interesting
nutrition education products that are easy to understand. We are
constantly creating activity books, lesson plans, posters, DVDs,
PowerPoints, and more to teach healthy living and life skills. With
more than 100 new products being created each year, and more than
half of those being products to help educate kids about nutrition,
physical activity and wellness, our healthy living product line has
developed into our most popular and sought-after products.
Learning ZoneXpress is now bringing nutrition and life skills resources
that can easily be adapted for homeschool with a selection of fun
teaching resources, including web-based lesson plans, curricula,
activity books and games. Notable lesson plans and curricula include:
Web-based lessons feature 50 “web-quest” worksheets where
students use the Internet in self-guided study to answer questions
about on a particular topic. Eleven diﬀerent subjects range from
ethnic foods, nutrition, and food science to careers, community
service, and character education.
Food science activities and lesson plans feature fun, hands-on recipes
and experiments that illustrate science concepts in your kitchen.
Sports & Foods curriculum is a time-tested, best-selling lesson plan
that teaches students the link between healthy eating and athletic
performance.
Our activity book sampler packs make learning about nutrition and
the food pyramid fun! The sampler packs include ten diﬀerent
nutrition activity book titles for perfect for elementary-aged students.
Learning ZoneXpress’ board and bingo games oﬀer an alternative to
traditional “book-learning” that kids will love.
Check out Learning ZoneXpress’ complete product line on our website:

www.learningzonexpress.com
or to request a catalog, call 888-455-7003.

Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Introducing:
A Brand New Website Created
Specifically for the Christian Homeschool!
Here’s what you’ve been praying for! Finally, a Website that knows
what the Christian Homeschool family is looking for – from
Kindergarten and Beginning Reading, to Eighth Grade, really fun,
Hands-on Science.
Plus, this new site includes valuable, easy-to-understand, parenting
resources and teaching aids. Just wait till you see MINDWAVES!
It’s an earth-shaking revelation of the latest research on how the
human brain functions, how children learn, and how male and
female brains differ in their thought processes. This is just one, new
parent-resource you’ll find listed that no Classroom teacher or
Homeschool parent should be without.
A Beginning Advantage is committed to continually researching,
reviewing and providing the very best, educationally-researched,
Scripture-based, Homeschool resources on the market today.
It’s exactly what families who want to provide a Homeschool
experience, with a Christian foundation, need – without investing
weeks of research.
For instance, you’ll find the one and only Guided Reading
curriculum – all based on 95 colorful, Scripture and Values stories –
that allows parents to entice, encourage, and continually challenge
Beginning Readers to, not only, learn basic reading skills, but, learn
to love reading for life!
This new site also reviews and offers the nation’s #1 best-selling,
Christian classroom and Homeschool Handwriting curriculum.
It provides daily practice on penmanship while also encouraging
Art activities and outreach. You’ll even find a complete Spelling
curriculum, that not only, helps students with letter and word
choices, but, life choices as well!
We could go on and on, but, rather than tell you what
ABeginningAdvantage.com currently provides,
and will continue to provide, why not go there now and often
to see it all – with your child!

www.abeginningadvantage.com
Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Milestone Ministries... your online source for

Rod and Staﬀ Books & More
The Bible teaches us to bring our children up “in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.” Brought up in a godly atmosphere,
children will naturally have a simple faith in God. But Satan also
wants the heart of your child. Our goal at Milestone Ministries
is to provide you with godly curriculum that will assist you in
your God-given responsibility. These materials are academically
sound―but more importantly, we believe they will help instill
in your child a love for God and the truth. Education does not
take place in a vacuum. What they read in the books you use
will inﬂuence their choices in life.

Rod & Staff
Full Line of Bible-based Curriculum
Character-building Storybooks
also available...

Pathway Reading

•Reading, Phonics, & Vocabulary

Schoolaid & Study Time
•Climbing to Good English
•Learning Numbers with Spunky
& Study Time Arithmetic
•Health

Our ﬁrst recommendation is Rod and Staﬀ curriculum.
Rod and Staﬀ uses a traditional approach that has proven
to be academically sound while cast in a godly atmosphere.
We believe that Rod and Staﬀ has done an outstanding job
in providing a curriculum that both builds a solid academic
education and teaches with a realistic Christian emphasis.
The other curriculum materials we oﬀer have many of the same
attributes, with strong character-building qualities. We won't tell
you that what we oﬀer is perfect, but we believe it will help you
accomplish your goals in raising your children for God.
At the high school level our choices have been more diﬃcult.
Some materials are more secular in their approach than we
would like, and should be used with Christian caution.
Beyond curriculum, we also oﬀer a wide range of characterbuilding storybooks, activity books, and other items which we
believe will be a blessing in your home.

Testing Materials

•Assessment Tests
•Achievement Preparation
•Career Tests

High School Diploma Program

•Earn credits or a nationally-recognized diploma

and much more at...

www.RodandStaffBooks.com

Visit our website and see samples online at
www.RodandStaﬀBooks.com
or give us a call at 1-800-761-0234.
Our staﬀ is dedicated to serving you
in a friendly and helpful manner. We love Jesus.

800-761-0234 8am - 4pm Pacific Time, Mon. - Fri.

Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Elementary,
Middle, and
High School
Students
2011

Summer
Rensselaer

@

Explore and Discover!

summer.rpi.edu

We invite elementary,
middle, and high
schools students to
enroll in summer
enrichment programs
and sports camps.

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute offers various noncredit residential summer enrichment programs to high school students.
Summer enrichment programs allow elementary,
middle, and high school students the chance to participate in non credit programs that stimulate their minds
and exercise their bodies. Each program will be individually priced. There are various day enrichment programs in chemistry, creative writing, robotics, smart
lighting, forensic science, theater and sports camps for
Elementary, Middle, and High School Students.
Residential Enrichment Programs for High School
Students
• Aerospace Engineering Summer Career
Exploration Program
• Architecture Career Discovery Program
• Computer Game Development Academy
• Lally School of Management & Technology
- CEO Academy
• School of Engineering Summer Career Exploration
Program ~ NEW in 2011
• School of Science Summer Career Exploration
Program ~ NEW in 2011
Click the program listing online at http://summer.rpi.edu
for additional information such as full program descriptions, application/registration forms, and costs.

Academic Outreach Programs
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
110 8th Street, Troy, NY 12180-3590
(518) 276-8351 summer.rpi.edu

Homeschoolers Guide 2010

This summer is an exciting time to be at Rensselaer, a place where
enthusiasm and innovation are the very hallmarks of our programs and
classes. Rensselaer is an outstanding technological university and an
exceptional place to Explore and Discover. We invite elementary,
middle, and high school students to enroll in summer enrichment
programs and sports camps. In addition, summer credit courses are
available to academically qualiﬁed and talented high school students.
Summer enrichment programs allow elementary, middle, and high
school students the chance to participate in non credit programs that
stimulate their minds and exercise their bodies. Each program is
individually priced.

Day programs for Elementary, Middle, and High School Students
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

This summer is an
exciting time to be at
Rensselaer, a place
where enthusiasm and
innovation are the very
hallmarks of our programs and classes.
Rensselaer is an outstanding technological
university and an
exceptional place to
Explore and Discover.

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute –
Summer@Rensselaer

Summer 2011 programs will be posted in January and
registrations will be accepted then.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Chemistry Summer Exploration Program
Creative Writing Workshop for Youths
Creative Writing Workshop for High School Students
Rensselaer Robotics Engineering Academy Oﬀerings
Samaritan-Rensselaer Children’s Center RPI Summer Day Camp
The Smart Lighting ERC and the Center for Future Energy Systems Summer Program for High School Students
• Whodunit? The Science of Crime Scenes
• Young Actors Guild (YAG)
• Rensselaer Football Camp

Residential enrichment programs for high school students
•
•
•
•
•

Aerospace Engineering Summer Career Exploration Program
Architecture Career Discovery Program
Computer Game Development Academy
Lally School of Management & Technology - CEO Academy
School of Engineering Summer Career Exploration Program ~
NEW in 2011
• School of Science Summer Career Exploration Program ~ NEW in 2011
Click the program listing online at http://summer.rpi.edu for additional
information such as full program descriptions, application/registration
forms, and costs. Summer 2011 programs will be posted in January and
registrations will be accepted then.
If you are interested in being added to our enrichment programs update
list and receive email updates, Request Information by visiting the
Summer@Rensselaer Web site or contact, Mike Gunther, Program
Manager for Recruitment, (518) 276-8351, gunthm@rpi.edu.
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Is Online Learning In Your Toolbox?
Technology plays a vital role in our lives today, but what about our
children’s education? Sadly, many of us may be overlooking a tool of
proven technology: online learning.
Commitments to educational excellence remain mostly unchanged, but
the need to implement new tools is now become a necessity. Students
engage in technology every day, and their so comfortable with the speed
at which it changes, they expect to see new ways to use it. How does
online learning strike them? Some seem to say – Bring It On!
One model that can deliver this engaging environment is online
curriculum partnership. This model of curriculum provision involves a
school or parent, a supplier and a student stretching their capabilities
and expanding the toolbox of student opportunities. Such partnerships
customize education so students are prepared to think critically and
process information independently.
For instance, protestant and catholic schools, or parents who partner
with a rigorous online curriculum provider can offer Chinese and Latin,
and Dual Credit courses from selected colleges. They also can offer a
“blended learning” classroom where a teacher combines traditional
instruction with Web resources, creating a global information environment;
a “field trip” in the classroom. Talk about adding a tool to the toolbox.
Over 10 million people are expected to engage in online learning by 2014.
What about your child? With online partnerships schools and
homeschoolers can experience AP classes, summer school, credit
recovery programs, and possibly new sources of college credit. Efforts
to reach out can touch unique family travel requirements, special sports
situations and homeschoolers needing that one or two special courses,
or entire curriculums. All of this and national accreditation and support
from organizations like iNACOL, the College Board, and the NCAA.
We all want quality educational opportunities for our children.
Today, those are found not only in the home, classroom, or library,
but on a laptop, cell phone, or iPod. Is it part of what your student
experiences today? It might be time to consider putting a new tool
in your toolbox - online learning.

Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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YouCanWrite.net
A total computer-based writing program for students
-An on-line writing
resource for teachers,
students, and parents.
-Can be adapted to meet
the needs of students of all
ages and ability levels.
-Includes interactive
writing lesson plans for all
types of writing.
-Links the Six Traits of
Writing to the Writing
Process.

-Has proven to be successful
in classrooms and homes
across the country.
-Helps students improve
their standardized test
scores.
-Is user-friendly.
-Makes writing instruction
more inviting.

Program Menu Options:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Electronic Writing Lesson Plan form
Assistance with creating writing prompts
Writing the Research Paper
Writing Five Paragraph Essay
Writing Appropriate Introductions & Conclusions
Combining Sentences Program
Lesson Plans with all activities for Primary,
Intermediate, Middle, and High School students
a. Descriptive Writing Plans
b. Expository Writing Plans
c. Argumentative / Persuasive Writing Plans
d. Narrative Writing Plans

YouCanWrite.net was written and developed by Robert
Skaife, a specialist in teaching writing for decades. For
additional information contact Robert Skaife
Cell: 480-296-4189
Fax: 480-471-3590
robertskaife@aol.com

Directions for Using YouCanWrite.net
Welcome to the YouCanWrite.net. Once you read through this page of
simple directions, you will be an expert at helping your children walk
through the directions to complete a writing assignment.
1. Determine the type of writing to complete: Descriptive, Expository,
Argumentative, or Narrative. See the deﬁnitions of these types on
the web site.
2. Open the lesson plan for the assigned type of writing.
3. Direct the child to complete the tasks for the assignment in
the order they appear on the lesson plan form.
4. You will need to help your child understand each step so it is
important that, at ﬁrst, you sit side by side to complete the
ﬁrst assignment.
5. Once the child has completed each step, the activity should be
saved to the child’s writing folder on the computer. It is necessary
to be able to retrieve each activity as it builds to a completed
piece of writing.
6. With every activity, there are written and in some cases oral
directions. Watch for the little bell on the PowerPoint presentations
as that signiﬁes an oral direction. Just click on it and listen.
Scores of children are using the program and ﬁnding tremendous
success with their writing. On state writing tests, higher percentages
of students are passing as they now have a structure / system to
complete a quality piece of writing. Parents and students are amazed
at how simple it is to sit down and write when the process is followed.
Since writing is displaying your thinking on paper, it is important to be
organized and succinct for the reader to feel the wisdom of the writer.
For just $25.00 per year per household, you can join a cadre of others
who are making the writing task much friendlier.
Go to www.youcanwrite.net to subscribe.

Homeschoolers Guide 2010
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Beall’s Learning Games
No More
BORING
Memorization!

ALL AGES PLAY TOGETHER on
the REVERSIBLE gameboard
. . . reviewing DIFFERENT
SUBJECTS, or the same
subject at DIFFERENT LEVELS.

Pre/K Basics ~ Phonograms & Spelling Rules
Math Facts ~Telling Time ~ U.S. Geography ~ World Geography
~ American Government (coming soon).
Complete SPELL to WRITE & READ Program by Wanda Sanseri
Our PHONOGRAM FUN PACKET was designed specifically to help
students MEMORIZE the 70 Phonograms /29 Spelling Rules!

❆ FREE Lift Tickets!

www.beallslearninggames.com

FREE!
❆ Learn to Ski and Ride
❆ Lots of FREE Stuff!

1-866-657-1180

PARTICIPATING SKI AREAS
ALPINE MOUNTAIN
BEAR CREEK MOUNTAIN
RESORT
BIG BOULDER
BLUE KNOB SKI AREA
BLUE MOUNTAIN
CAMELBACK SKI AREA
ELK MOUNTAIN
EAGLE ROCK RESORT

HIDDEN VALLEY RESORT
JACK FROST MOUNTAIN
LIBERTY MOUNTAIN RESORT
MYSTIC MOUNTAIN
AT NEMACOLIN WOODLANDS
SEVEN SPRINGS MOUNTAIN
RESORT
SHAWNEE MOUNTAIN
SKI BIG BEAR

SKI DENTON
SKI ROUNDTOP
SKI SAWMILL FAMILY RESORT
SNÖ MOUNTAIN
TANGLWOOD SKI AREA
TUSSEY MOUNTAIN SKI AREA
WHITETAIL RESORT
*list of participating ski resorts subject to change

Get Your 4th & 5th Grade
Snowpass Application Today at

skipa com

Drawing • Writing • Coloring
Handwriting • Unit Studies

www.

PENNSYLVANIA SKI AREAS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 27, WHITE HAVEN, PA 18661
(570) 443-0963

Homeschoolers Guide
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from the authors of Draw•Write•Now®

drawyourworld.com
info@drawyourworld.com • 360-779-8089
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Hewitt Homeschooling
home of Lightning Lit
“Your curriculum
really does prepare
the student for
college writing...”

develop a mind
for a
lifetime
of use

Free sample
units online
PASS Testing
PreK-12 Curr
Teacher Services

The best kept
secret in
homeschooling

www.hewitths.com
800-348-1750
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Achievement, Cognitive, Career and Practice Tests

S

www.HomeSchoolerTests.com

SHFLDOL]LQJLQQDWLRQDOO\VWDQGDUGL]HGDFKLHYHPHQWWHVWV
The Iowa Tests®IRUJUDGHV.DQG
,7%6®DQG,7('®
&RJ$7®
&DUHHU'LUHFW

,QWHUHVW([SORUHU70
3UDFWLFH7HVWV

Woodcock-Johnson® IIIIRUDJHV

9LVLWRXUZHEVLWHWR¿QGRXWKRZWRRUGHU,RZDWHVWVWKDW\RXFDQDGPLQLVWHU\RXUVHOI 
KRZWRVFKHGXOHD:-,,,WHVWDQGIRURWKHULQIRUPDWLRQRQQDWLRQDOO\VWDQGDUGL]HGWHVWV
*URXSGLVFRXQWVDYDLODEOH
6RPHUHVWULFWLRQVDSSO\

Triangle Education Assessments

Debbie Thompson, M.A.
5512 Merion Station Dr.
$SH[1&3K
homeschoolertests@nc.rr.com
Toll free or fax order:
*(77(67 

Your Child is

Uniquely & Wonderfully
Made

(ELP 9OUR 3TRUGGLING 2EADER

,WPD\VHHPRGGEXWWKLVVDQGZLFKFDQKHOS\RXU
FKLOGOHDUQWRUHDG,WLVDPQHPRQLFFOXH DIDQF\
WHUPIRUDPHPRU\DLG WKDWKHOSVVWXGHQWVUHPHPEHUD
FHUWDLQJURXSRIYRZHOSDWWHUQV7KH6WHYHQVRQ/DQJXDJH
6NLOOV3URJUDPLVHVSHFLDOO\GHVLJQHGWRPHHWWKHQHHGVRIVWXGHQWVZLWK
OHDUQLQJLVVXHV,WLVSKRQLFVZLWKDWZLVW,WZRUNVZHOOZKHQPDQ\RWKHU
SKRQLFVPHWKRGVGRQRWDQGLWPDNHVOHDUQLQJIXQ

5NUSUAL %FFECTIVE AND &UN

9LVLWRXUZHEVLWH2QWKHKRPHSDJH\RXFDQFOLFNRQ³1HZWR2XU6LWH"´RU
WU\RXW³7KHRD)ULHQGVLQ$FWLRQ´<RXFDQFDOOWROOIUHHIRUDIUHHLQIRUPDWLRQ
SDFNHWRUDVNIRUDFRQVXOWDQWLI\RXKDYHTXHVWLRQVDERXWVHOHFWLQJPDWHULDOV
IRU\RXUFKLOG<RXFDQDOVRHPDLOXVDWLQIR#6WHYHQVRQ/HDUQLQJFRP

3TEVENSON ,EARNING 3KILLS

 %LM 3T 5NIT  .ORTH !TTLEBORO -!  

  

Homeschoolers Guide 2010

36

37

Homeschoolers Guide 2010

Clutter Free Kids
Storage Organizers For Kids
Distributors of Fine
Children’s furniture,
Organizers,
Educational Products
and Much More!
Member of National School
Supply Association

Specializing in “GREEN” STORAGE
Solutions for Children

Hundreds of Storage Items to
Choose From!

www.clutterfreekids.com
Homeschool
Groups
Welcome!

•Seining the Sea
•Habitat Passports
•Nature Journals
•Monarch Madness

•Aquarium Wkshps
•Junior Naturalists
•Forest Rambles
•Beach Explorations

Celebrate 23 years of
service!
Speedy Spanish offers 2 years credit in
conversational Spanish.
Learn Bible vocabulary through
choruses and Bible verses.
Speedy Spanish Primer and
worksheets for pre-school and
elementary grades.
Christian Ethics for Youth—a study of
Proverbs offers _ year credit.
Teachers’ Inspiration for Education for
putting new life into old subjects.
For character building devotionals try-School Days Devotional Praise
Need good, up building reading for your
entire family? Try our true-life stories
for excitement and inspiration!
Double your child’s vocational
opportunities by teaching him Spanish
and broaden his horizons with books
from Bechtel's!

www. speedy-spanish.com
Phone & Fax 503-630-4606

Learn Bible Stories
by Colors

NEW!
Product Reviews

Real color suede
pages help children
learn and
remember
the bible
stories by
the colors.
One color page
for each bible story.
Twelve stories from
creation to the resurrection.

Beginning with the
2011 Spring Guide,
Homeschoolers Guides will
be doing product reviews.
The first product to be reviewed
will be an exciting, new
Learn to Read program.
We hope to be able to bring you
information on many of the great,
new programs that are becoming
available to homeschoolers.

The small size is easy for children to hold
and the 4"x 2.5" tin provides a storage
box for the book and the printed guide.

If you have a new product you
would like for us to review,
please email us at

Only $16.95 with free ground shipping

Order on-line: book-of-colors.com
or call 570-836-5423

homeschoolersguide.resources@live.com
Homeschoolers Guide 2010

38

Made in Tunkhannock, PA

39

Homeschoolers Guide 2010

Helping Families Homeschool through Hard Times
By Cherise Curby
Hit hard by the recession, homeschooling dad Paul Braun* has been unemployed
for a year now. Unemployment benefits were unable to cover both family
expenses and what was needed to help with their son Jason’s serious medical
condition. The Brauns cashed in their life insurance policy and maxed out their
credit cards. But there were simply not enough funds to purchase what they
needed to help their son with his special need.
Then the Brauns heard about the Home School Foundation, a charitable
organization that helps families keep homeschooling when they are facing
difficult times.
Donations to HSF from all across the nation helped provide a grant to allow
diagnostic tests and specialized curriculum for Jason. His mother later wrote the
Foundation, “Your program has enabled us to continue homeschooling and
provided the means to purchase desperately needed materials for remediation.
God has really blessed our family and shown us that He will provide, no matter
the circumstances.”
The Foundation has been helping homeschoolers for over 15 years, from
homeschool groups, to widows, single parents, families with special needs
children, those facing emergency situations, and even international
homeschoolers.
“We all know, from shared experiences, that one of the key components of
homeschooling is acts of giving—giving time, energy, money, our very selves for
the sake of others,” said Mike Smith, President of HSF. “The Home School
Foundation is a conduit between families in need and those members of a
compassionate community who want to reach out to them.”
A single mom HSF helped recently said, “Words could never fully express the
gratitude I have in my heart for what HSF has done for me and my children…
When I received the check in the mail, I could not believe my eyes. It was so
much more than I ever imagined. I kept looking at it over and over again and
thanking the Lord for blessing us in this way.”
This mother’s daughters also wrote a thank-you saying, “Now Mamma can buy
the homeschool curriculum we need!”
HSF is growing and helping more families than ever before. If you are a
homeschooler in need of assistance, know someone in need of assistance, wish to
donate, or simply desire more information about the Foundation, please visit
their website, www.homeschoolfoundation.org.
* All names have been changed to protect privacy.
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