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1500 4th Avenue • Altoona PA 16602

www.cpdlf.org • Phone: 1-866-215-5936 • Fax: 814-946-8526

      Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation is a Pennsylvania 

cyber-charter school and has been in existence since 2002. The origins of  

CPDLF were based on the concerns of  the local superintendents for students 

who were leaving their school district.  The superintendents wanted to offer 

a viable alternative to the brick and mortar school that would provide an 

equally challenging, highly qualified education as their own schools. The 

administrators believed this would provide a smooth transition for students to 

be able to return to their districts.

     Consequently, Central Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation has a 

stringent curriculum and strict requirements for graduation.  CPDLF closely 

guards all of  its policies to be in compliance to the Pennsylvania Department 

of  Education, including the highly qualified regulations for our PA certified 

teachers/mentors.  

     The teachers/mentors work closely with the parents and students in our 

cyber, small-setting environment.  At CPDLF, we focus on a student-centered, 

educational program that relies on basic educational principles while utilizing 

the latest information and communications technology to promote student 

achievement, thus fostering higher-order-thinking and problem-solving skills. 

     CPDLF students have the opportunity to master essential content and 

skills which provides them with the opportunity to build a strong foundation 

to compete in the workforce of  today and tomorrow. The goal of  the Central 

Pennsylvania Digital Learning Foundation is to utilize its technological 

resources to provide educational learning opportunities across the state of  

Pennsylvania. 

    Our office, located in Altoona, is open and friendly to all those who may 

inquire about our cyber school. If  you favor a cyber school that has a wide 

scope of  options but with a small personal touch, then we are the educational 

source that is right for you. For additional information, please visit our website 

at www.cpdlf.org
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Homeschool students select online classes as a means to gain enriching electives, 
to gain professional and expert help with difficult subjects, to connect with other 
students, or even to begin transitioning from full-time homeschool to high school or 
college. Christa McAuliffe Academy School of  Arts and Sciences, a world-wide online 
private school serving students K-12, is a homeschool-friendly option.

Full-Time or Part-Time

Some homeschoolers opt to just take one or two classes, while others decide to join 
CMASAS full-time to reap all that the school has offer. Explore CMASAS's elementary, 
middle school, and high school programs and select the option that works best for 
your current educational needs. Enrollment is open year-round.

Challenging Courses & Enriching Electives

As students get older, chances increase that a homeschooling parent will need help 
with one or more subject areas, especially in advanced math and writing; online 
classes are one way to meet this need. Also, students will often want to explore other 
subjects through enriching electives such as creative writing, forensic science, digital 
photography, video game design, survey of  religions, myths and legends, and other 
topics of  interest.

Flexibility

CMASAS is flexible in scheduling, which homeschoolers appreciate - especially those 
who travel or who want to incorporate other activities into their routine. However, it 
is the flexibility in attitude that homeschoolers find so appealing. CMASAS values 
homeschooling as an option, and even counts homeschoolers among its own staff, 
keeping homeschooling needs at the forefront of  policy decisions and program 
design.

Accreditation

As a world-wide school, CMASAS is both regionally and internationally accredited 
by the International and Trans-regional Division of  the Northwest Accreditation 
Commission, one of  the six regional accreditation agencies for K-12 and recognized 
by the U.S. Department of  Education.

Learn More

Website: http://www.personalizededucation.org/schools/sas/index.html	
Phone: 888-832-9437
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This is a new era in Catholic education. Students all across 

the country want access to affordable, quality education in 

an online, faith-based environment. We offer an excellent 

academic and religious education program for all students, at 

a price you can afford. We offer a wide range of classes in all 

core and elective areas. Our teachers have degrees in field, are 

certified, and are highly qualified, subject area experts.

Our school provides you with flexibility in scheduling, since 

you can take your classes anytime of the day or week and 

you can work anywhere you have web access. The material 

is rigorous, and all content is delivered online. You do not 

need to purchase additional textbooks as the core curriculum 

is provided online and is included in our tuition. Our digital 

school system has an internal messaging system, chat feature, 

discussion board, email, and a digital drop box for sending 

assignments back and forth. You have access to student 

support specialists and teachers every day. 

We look forward to meeting your family’s educational needs. 

Call today for additional information or to schedule your 

online tour of our virtual school programs.
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Kreative      Simplicity

www.kreativesimplicity.com

Curriculum that teaches...Simply!

Kreative    Simplicity offers 
literature based studies that 
easily facilitate teaching and 

enhance understanding. Spend 30 
minutes or less each day, for three 
days...and be simply  at the 
results! The homework’s been done! 

Just relax and discover the 
enjoyment of learning...

    

Douglass_Ad09   1 6/29/09   10:18 AM
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What are others saying about 
Kreative Simplicity?

Are you a busy home schooling mom?  Do you enjoy reading to your   children?  
Then curriculum from Kreative Simplicity is for you!  Home school moms, 
Sidney Douglass and Katie Campbell, wanted to teach their children the 
geography of the United States in the best possible manner: by reading good 
children’s literature.

They began by finding library books about each state and reading and discussing 
them with their own children, and ended by creating an amazing curriculum 
called Simply…Stated!

The name says it all!  This simple, yet thorough, literature-based curriculum 
consists of comprehensive lists of library books about each state.  When 
searching the library card catalog for books about a particular state, the 
computer displays a list of fact books. These may be necessary, but are not the 
type of books we home school teachers desire!  We need books that tell stories!  
Sidney and Katie have read literally hundreds of children’s books, selecting 
the most delightful, interesting, and appropriate ones!  They have done all the 
work for us!  Simply…Stated! includes fictional, biographical, historical, and 
simply wonderful books.  You will be introduced to amazing children’s authors, 
delightful illustrators, and interesting U.S. history.  I don’t know why they call it 
just a geography course!

Upon completing our study, my youngest asked, “When are we going to do 
Simply…Stated! again?  I can’t wait!”  Now we look forward to beginning 
Simply…Presidential!

The authors truly desire to touch the heart as well as the mind of the child.  They 
believe that reading living books and discussing them with their children is the 
key to understanding and grasping facts and ideas.  I’m confident you will be 
blessed using this curriculum.  Please check their website for more information 
and suggested accompanying resources.

-Review by Margarita Johnston, home school mother of four
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Great spellers are always great readers,
but great readers are often weak spellers!

TheTheTheTheThe PHONICS Road toRoad toRoad toRoad toRoad to

Spelling and Reading...Spelling and Reading...Spelling and Reading...Spelling and Reading...Spelling and Reading...

    .....can help you make your students GREAT spellers, GREAT
    writers, and GREAT readers all taught in a clear multi-sensory
    approach.

  * Complete K-4 curriculum: spelling, writing, reading, grammar,
      composition, and introduction to Latin.
  * Complete DVD presentation from start to finish with written
      notebook for the teacher for minimal and easy preparation.

Request a FREE brochure and sample DVD
www.thephonicsroad.com

Now you can teach English grammar and Latin at
the same time - learn along with your students!

The The The The The LATIN Road to Road to Road to Road to Road to

English GrammarEnglish GrammarEnglish GrammarEnglish GrammarEnglish Grammar
  * Students can earn 2 years of high school foreign language
      credit while building English grammar, vocabulary, and
      advanced spelling skills.

Request a FREE brochure and sample packet
www.thelatinroad.com

All the preparation is done for the teacher:
  *  Textbook, worksheets, tests, vocabulary cards, detailed
       lesson plans, answer keys, verb charts, audio pronuncia-
       tion CD’s, and teacher training videos in DVD format.

Schola Publications Inc. * 215 Lake Blvd. #610,
Redding, CA 96003 * 530-275-2064
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Schola Publications Inc. is pleased to present The PHONICS Road to 

Spelling and Reading, a complete K-4 curriculum offering the parent/

teacher a method for teaching the basic skills of the English language 

- accurate speaking, spelling, writing, and reading - as one integrated 

subject. It is the only Orton-inspired phonics course to take the burden 

of preparation off the teacher by providing complete teacher training 

on video (10 DVDs per year) from start to finish, showing what to teach, 

when to teach, and how to teach it. Everything the teacher needs to 

learn and teach is provided to give her the confidence to interact with 

the student and the resources to teach him to spell, write, read, and 

prepare them both with grammar and composition for The LATIN Road to 

English Grammar.

So why study Latin? First and foremost, there is no other language that 

affects English as much as Latin; our vocabulary is over 60% Latin-based, 

supplying us with our more sophisticated and technical words. You 

also get a good working introduction to the 5 Latin languages: Spanish, 

French, Italian, Portugese and Rumanian. But best of all, by translating 

between Latin and English, you not only learn the details of both 

languages well, you learn how most of the languages of the world work.

All the preparation work has been done for the teacher in this complete 

curriculum. And a full English grammar course has been built into the 

study so you are actually teaching 4 subjects at once in about an hour 

a day: Latin, English grammar, vocabulary, and spelling. Yes, Latin gives 

you amazing help with spelling!

Schola Publications Inc.
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www.RodandStaffBooks.com
800-761-0234  8am - 4pm Pacific Time, Mon. - Fri.

Rod & Staff

Curriculum Sale

10% OFF
exp. April 15, 2011  

5% OFF  
exp. June 15, 2011    

and much more at...

High School Diploma Program
•Earn credits or a nationally-recognized diploma

Testing Materials
•Assessment Tests
•Achievement Preparation
•Career Tests

Schoolaid & Study Time
•Climbing to Good English
•Learning Numbers with Spunky
  & Study Time Arithmetic
•Health

Pathway Reading
•Reading, Phonics, & Vocabulary

also available...

Rod & Staff
Full Line of Bible-based Curriculum
Character-building Storybooks
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Milestone Ministries... your online source for

Rod and Staff Books & More
The Bible teaches us to bring our children up “in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” Brought up in a godly atmosphere, 
children will naturally have a simple faith in God. But Satan also 
wants the heart of your child. Our goal at Milestone Ministries 
is to provide you with godly curriculum that will assist you in 
your God-given responsibility. These materials are academically 
sound―but more importantly, we believe they will help instill 
in your child a love for God and the truth. Education does not 
take place in a vacuum. What they read in the books you use will 
influence their choices in life.  

Our first recommendation is Rod and Staff curriculum. Rod and 
Staff uses a traditional approach that has proven to be academi-
cally sound while cast in a godly atmosphere. We believe that 
Rod and Staff has done an outstanding job in providing a cur-
riculum that both builds a solid academic education and teaches 
with a realistic Christian emphasis.

The other curriculum materials we offer have many of the same 
attributes, with strong character-building qualities. We won’t 
tell you that what we offer is perfect, but we believe it will help 
you accomplish your goals in raising your children for God.

At the high school level our choices have been more difficult. 
Some materials are more secular in their approach than we 
would like, and should be used with Christian caution.  

Beyond curriculum, we also offer a wide range of character-
building storybooks, activity books, and other items which we 
believe will be a blessing in your home. 

Visit our website and see samples online at 

www.RodandStaffBooks.com, or give us a call at 1-800-761-0234. 

Our staff is dedicated to serving you 
in a friendly and helpful manner. We love Jesus.
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Elementary,
Middle, and
High School

Students 
2011

summer.rpi.edu

Explore and Discover!

This summer is an 
exciting time to be at
Rensselaer, a place
where enthusiasm and
innovation are the very
hallmarks of our pro-
grams and classes.
Rensselaer is an out-
standing technological
university and an
exceptional place to
Explore and Discover.

We invite elementary,
middle, and high
schools students to
enroll in summer
enrichment programs
and sports camps.

@Rensselaer
Summer

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute offers various noncredit resi-
dential summer enrichment programs to high school students.

Summer enrichment programs allow elementary, 
middle, and high school students the chance to partici-
pate in non credit programs that stimulate their minds
and exercise their bodies. Each program will be indi-
vidually priced. There are various day enrichment pro-
grams in chemistry, creative writing, robotics, smart
lighting, forensic science, theater and sports camps for
Elementary, Middle, and High School Students. 

Residential Enrichment Programs for High School
Students 
• Aerospace Engineering Summer Career 

Exploration Program
• Architecture Career Discovery Program
• Computer Game Development Academy
• Lally School of Management & Technology

- CEO Academy
• School of Engineering Summer Career Exploration   

Program ~ NEW in 2011
• School of Science Summer Career Exploration 

Program ~ NEW in 2011

Click the program listing online at http://summer.rpi.edu
for additional information such as full program descrip-
tions, application/registration forms, and costs. 

Summer 2011 programs will be posted in January and
registrations will be accepted then.

Academic Outreach Programs
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
110 8th Street, Troy, NY 12180-3590
(518) 276-8351 summer.rpi.edu
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This summer is an exciting time to be at Rensselaer, a place where enthusiasm 

and innovation are the very hallmarks of  our programs and classes. Rensselaer is 

an outstanding technological university and an exceptional place to Explore and 

Discover. We invite elementary, middle, and high school students to enroll in summer 

enrichment programs and sports camps. In addition, summer credit courses are 

available to academically qualified and talented high school students.

Summer enrichment programs allow elementary, middle, and high school students 

the chance to participate in non credit programs that stimulate their minds and 

exercise their bodies. Each program is individually priced. 

Day programs for Elementary, Middle, and High School Students 

•	Chemistry Summer Exploration Program

•	Creative Writing Workshop for Youths

•	Creative Writing Workshop for High School Students

•	Rensselaer Robotics Engineering Academy Offerings

•	Samaritan-Rensselaer Children’s Center RPI Summer Day Camp

•	The Smart Lighting ERC and the Center for Future Energy Systems - Summer 

Program for High School Students

•	Whodunit? The Science of  Crime Scenes

•	Young Actors Guild (YAG)

•	Rensselaer Football Camp

Residential enrichment programs for high school students 

•	Aerospace Engineering Summer Career Exploration Program

•	Architecture Career Discovery Program

•	Computer Game Development Academy

•	Lally School of  Management & Technology - CEO Academy

•	School of  Engineering Summer Career Exploration Program ~ NEW in 2011

•	School of  Science Summer Career Exploration Program ~ NEW in 2011

Click the program listing online at http://summer.rpi.edu for additional information 

such as full program descriptions, application/registration forms, and costs. 

Summer 2011 programs will be posted in January and registrations will be accepted 

then. 

If  you are interested in being added to our enrichment programs update list and 

receive email updates, Request Information by visiting the Summer@Rensselaer Web 

site or contact, Mike Gunther, Program Manager for Recruitment, (518) 276-8351, 

gunthm@rpi.edu.

RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

Summer   Rensselaer
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Give your high school student 
a head start on college.
Your home-schooled student deserves every advantage available. And what could 
be better than earning college credit and high school credit simultaneously? 
ACCELERATE Dual Enrollment Online makes it possible.

Benefits of TROY’s ACCELERATE  
Dual Enrollment Online program:

• Preparation for college

• Higher grade point averages

•  Enriching courses, such as upper- 
level math and foreign languages

• Save time and money

•  Continue your active role in  
your student’s education

To find out if your student is ready for online 
learning supported by an accredited university 
with a 120-year tradition of excellence, please 
take our readiness survey. Visit troy.edu, click 
on Online Programs, and then select the 
ACCELERATE Dual Enrollment icon.

For more information about 
registration, please contact 

Troy University’s ACCELERATE 
Coordinator directly:

334-808-6228
accelerate@troy.edu

For assistance 24/7,  
please call 800-414-5756

troy.edu

9714.1-eCampus-4.5x7.5-BW.indd   1 2/3/11   9:57 AM
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Troy University’s eCampus 
Offers Dual Enrollment Options 

for Home Schoolers

TROY – Troy University’s eCampus is offering high school students the 
opportunity to earn college credit while working on a high school diploma.

ACCELERATE Dual Enrollment Online allows students to receive both college 
and high school credit for core academic classes such as history, math, science 
and English, as well as electives – like Psychology, Leadership, and World 
Religions. 

“Our reason for implementing a program of this nature was due to an interest 
and need from home schools for distance education opportunities,” said Dr. 
Deb Gearhart, eCampus Director.

Benefits of the program include: 

•	 Enriching Courses – ACCELERATE offers more than 40 general studies 
courses, designed to transfer easily to other institutions of higher education. 

•	 Unique Academic Calendar – eCampus operates on five nine-week terms per 
year, allowing students to complete up to two years of college courses while in 
high school. 

•	 Flexibility – Students may work wherever they have internet access, 
whenever they learn best. Instructors group content into modules. Within the 
parameters they set, students work at their own pace. 

•	 Value – ACCELERATE reduces the cost of tuition, housing and other 
expenses over the course of a college career. TROY is regarded as a leader in 
distance education; certified faculty will provide all instruction. 

•	 Personal Attention – The Program Coordinator will closely monitor the 
progress of our students both in their classes and as they pursue a college degree, 
assisting their selection of transferable and beneficial courses for their major. 

High school sophomores, juniors and seniors with at least a 19 ACT or 910 SAT 
score and a high school grade-point average of 3.0 or higher are eligible for 
acceptance to the program.

For more information, contact the Program Coordinator at 1-334-808-6228 or 
visit troy.edu and click Online Programs.
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Rochester’s pre-college programs allow junior high and 
high school students to explore the University and its 
resources. There are a wide range of options including: 
one-week non-credit courses, summer courses while living 
on campus, and semester-long credit-bearing courses. 

Registration is Now Open for all 
2011 Program Sessions

Tell us you heard about us in Homeschooler’s Guide!

(888) 822-2256
http://enrollment.rochester.edu/precollege

College
 Explore

   this summer!



21

University of Rochester 
Pre-College Programs

At the University of Rochester, students design their own educational 

plans, studying only what they want to study and doing what they 

love, driven by their interests and passions. The University’s pre-college 

academic enrichment programs extend this same experience to younger 

students.

So what exactly does that kind of freedom look like? Pre-College Programs 

make it possible for junior high and high school students to explore 

the University and its resources through both credit and non-credit 

courses. The many options available include taking a one-week course, 

living on campus for a month, completing a college class for credit, and 

participating in a summer study abroad seminar.

The University is proud to welcome students from across the country and 

around the globe to participate in these innovative programs, which have 

been enlightening young minds for over 20 years. Classes are designed to 

broaden the educational experience and sharpen academic skills, helping 

students learn more about who — not just what — they want to be.

Students who participate in our Pre-College Programs:

•	get a true taste of the college environment

•	gain new perspectives on their academic abilities and potential

•	 investigate their educational goals

•	explore career possibilities

•	 increase their awareness and appreciation of cultural diversity

•	build lasting relationships with peers who share similar academic and 

personal interests

•	 learn in an enjoyable and challenging environment

We would love to see you on campus…a little earlier than usual!
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Because our  
health doesn’t  

wait for us to grow up! 

An integrated curriculum that encourages healthy 
habits from the start! 
 

• Teaching Manual 
• Background Information 
• Lesson plans and fun activities 
• Preschool through 8 years 
• Nutrition, Fitness and Safety 
• Integrated to include math, reading, science, art 

and more! 

 

Join Heart “E” Heart and all his 
friends on their adventures to create 

a healthy lifestyle for all. 

 

 
                            ALL AGES PLAY TOGETHER on the                                   

REVERSIBLE gameboard 

…reviewing DIFFERENT SUBJECTS, or 

the same subject at DIFFERENT LEVELS. 
 

Pre/K Basics ~ Phonograms & Spelling Rules  

Math Facts ~Telling Time ~ U.S. Geography ~ World Geography  

~ American Government (coming soon). 

  Complete SPELL to WRITE & READ Program by Wanda Sanseri 

 

Our PHONOGRAM FUN PACKET was designed specifically to help 

students MEMORIZE the 70 Phonograms /29 Spelling Rules!  

         

www.beallslearninggames.com      1-866-657-1180 
                  

 

 

 

 
 

No More 

BORING 

Memorization! 



23

THE LEARNING CENTER
2049 SAVANNAH HWY STE. 10

CHARLESTON SC 29407
843-556-1200

E-BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE 
ON OUR WEBSITE

Go to:
www.the-learning-center.com

click on:
“online educational catalog”

click on:
“E-BOOKS”

Thousands of resource and children books are available to be downloaded 
for your smart board, classroom or personal use.  Evan-Moor, Creative 

Teaching Press, Scholastic are just a few of the 100+ publishers that are on-
line with hundreds of new selections being added each week. 

Please check us out!

IMPROVE YOUR CHILD’S MATH ACHIEVEMENT, SCORES, & GRADES!

■ Increase Understanding 
■ Build Motivation
■ Develop Confidence
■ Foster Independence 
■ Yield Success

"My son was struggling in math.  Then, he started using 
JumpingJoey's NumberLine.  He now knows his facts 
and says he's ‘jumping the NumberLine in his head’.  
Now he is succeeding.  
I can't thank you enough." 
- Former elementary school parent 

Her son is now in 
an elite middle school.
Math is his favorite subject. 
He has an A+ average!

Copyright 2011 matthewgmandelbaum. 
All rights reserved.  

7 - Day 
RISK-FREE 
Trial on all 
products!

Introducing JumpingJoey’s NumberLine®. 
Psychological Science, a prestigious psychology journal, 
reports that children with highly developed mental number lines do best. 
JumpingJoey’s NumberLine meets 
National Council For Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM) Standards. Act now! Buy JumpingJoey's 

NumberLine Value Packs for 
increased savings!

JumpingJoey’s 
NumberLine®

The child-centered, multi-sensory arithmetic learning aid 
for Pre-K through Elementary

WWW.JUMPINGJOEYSNUMBERLINE.COM
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The Upper Room Chapel & Museum 
 

Explore the beauty of Christian arts through the eyes 
of many international cultures and mediums of art. 

14th-19th C Renaissance style paintings  
Illuminated manuscripts, 16th C Bibles. 

Nov. – Jan. 100 multicultural nativity scenes 
March – May, Faces of the Passion of Christ paintings, 

Sculptures and Ukrainian Eggs tell the passion story. 
Ask about museum tours and work sheets. 
Chapel, Museum, Garden and Gift Shop 

Chapel has a nearly life size woodcarving of the Last Supper! 
Admission is free however donations are encouraged 

Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30 closed weekends and Holidays 
Free Car and Bus Parking 

615-340-7207 
1908 Grand Ave, Nashville, TN 37212 

www.upperroom.org/chapel 
 

Distributors of Fine 
Children’s furniture, 

Organizers, 
Educational Products 

and Much More! 
 

Member of National School 
Supply Association 

Specializing in “GREEN” STORAGE 
Solutions for Children 

Hundreds of Storage Items to 
Choose From! 

Clutter Free Kids 
Storage Organizers For Kids 

 www.clutterfreekids.com 

 

 

 

Odyssey Learning Games 

Where learning is fun! 

We offer excellent educational games 

designed to strengthen 

Math, Logic and Verbal Skills 

You will find the perfect reinforcement 

tools through our game selections 

– three years thru adult 

This year we will be presenting 

products at the following locations: 

Greenville, SC 3/17-18, Cincinnati, OH 

4/1-4/2, Chantilly,VA 7/8-7/9 

Visit us online 

www.odysseylearning.com 

 Pocket Full Of  Therapy  
SPECIALIZING IN UNIQUE 
LEARNING MATERIALS!

Order online or by phone

www.pfot.com • (800) PFoT-124 • (732) 441-0404 

• SenSory ProceSSing
• Fine Motor/Handwriting
• ViSual PercePtion 
• Motor coordination 
• language
• critical tHinking

Have FUN while addressing:

     • and So MucH  More!

All products on-line or call for a catalog!

 

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







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1010 W. Main St. 

Durham  N C  

Hours: M-F  8am-6pm 

     Saturday 9am-4pm 

Ph.:  919-688-6886 

Shopping List 

__Educational supplies 

—Office products 

__Party supplies for every    
  occasion 

__Home & office paper goods 

And much more...40+ years of 
product knowledge and great 
customer service are waiting 
for you. 
BRING THIS AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT ON $30  SALE 

Bible stories on shirts... 
wear a shirt, tell a story!

616-318-2880
info@imágosolo.com  
www.imágosolo.com         

Brent Taylor 
Owner

©2009 IMÁGOsolo
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A Beginning Advantage (ABA), a Christian homeschool Curriculum 
Distributor based in Siloam Springs, Arkansas, offers a range of  faith-based 
education curricula covering A Reason For Science, Handwriting, Spelling, 
and Guided Reading.  I recently had the pleasure of  getting a hands-on look 
at their new Advantage Guided Reading program for grades one and two.

One of  the first things you will notice upon receiving this program is the 
well-organized and easy-to-follow Parents Resource Guide, which includes a 
teacher’s guide and a full school-year’s worth of  educational activities.  For 
your child, the Advantage Guided Reading program focuses on 64 colorful 
books of  gradually increasing complexity.  Accompanying lessons promote 
and test progress through the program.  Story titles include God Made the 
Animals, God’s Promise, and Let the Children Come, and each story has its 
basis in scripture.  The program is designed around the concept of  “leveled 
reading”, providing your children with a gradual approach to enhancing and 
building their reading and comprehension skills. 

Because my own son (and future homeschooler) is only 16 months old, I 
chose to try out the program with my first grade nephew, Andrew.  Usually, 
Andrew is not very interested in reading, but he quickly took a liking to these 
books, and actually asked to read more of  them.  A Beginning Advantage 
states that one of  their goals is to prevent children from becoming 
discouraged with reading and viewing it as drudgery.  Andrew showed me 
first hand that the Advantage Guided Reading program thoroughly delivers 
on this promise.  Instead of  being bored and disinterested, he quickly 
became a huge fan of  the books, and looked forward to completing each 
short, but meaningful lesson.  Andrew’s mother tells me that since we 
sampled the program, his overall interest in reading has greatly increased 
and, as a result, he is now reading at advanced grade levels.  He has also 
become very fond of  reading stories to my son, as well as his own 10 month 
old sister.  Clearly, Andrew’s newfound love of  reading is setting the stage 
for the next generation of  avid readers, who will surely enjoy the Advantage 
Guided Reading program in a few years as well!

After seeing for myself  just how well the Advantage Guiding Reading 
program by A Beginning Advantage really works, I not only recommend it to 
other parents, but plan to use it as my own son’s curriculum as soon as he 
reaches first grade!  You can actually see and read every page of  every book 
on their website.

Contact information:
A BEGINNING ADVANTAGE, PO Box 1001, Siloam Springs, AR 72761, 
(877)481-1122, customerservice@abeginningadvantage.com.	
www.ABeginningAdvantage.com 

The Beginning Advantage Guided Reading Program: 
A Mom’s Review
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PA CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL
1200 Midland Avenue, Midland, PA 15059 
(888) PA-CYBER. generalinfo@pacyber.org.

Technological Innovation and Academic Excellence.

	 The story of the Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School is one of innovation and 
excellence born of challenge and necessity.  

	 Like many school districts in western Pennsylvania, the Borough of Midland 
experienced a decline in enrollment and the erosion of its tax base throughout the 
waning decades of the 20th century.  This trend impacted both the quality and quantity 
of educational opportunities for Midland students, a situation both the school district 
and the community refused to accept. 

	 Responding to the need for locally based educational alternatives for its students, 
Midland developed a visionary concept for combining and leveraging its school 
district’s recognized excellence with a statewide demand for improved public 
education accessible through online instruction.

	 In the 2000-2001 school year, Midland launched the Western Pennsylvania 
Cyber Charter School for students in grades K through 12.  Utilizing a truly cutting-
edge approach, WPCCS has forged an innovative union of modern technology and 
traditional academic excellence to deliver high-quality educational choices to students 
and families. WPCCS offers real choices to young people who, for reasons as unique as 
each student, choose not to pursue a more conventional education, and has grown 
to become a leader and innovator in the continuing development of Internet-based 
instruction.

	 PA Cyber currently phased out the “Western” in its name because of the services 
provided to all Pennsylvanians.  WPCCS is now known as The Pennsylvania Cyber 
Charter School.

From the quality and breadth of our course offerings, to our continuing development 
of computer learning tools, PA Cyber has become a leader and innovator in the field 
of Internet-based education.  Our school serves thousands of students throughout 
Pennsylvania and is broadening the scope of its operations to meet the needs of 
families typically underserved by traditional public education.

	 With PA Cyber the possibilities are endless, and amazingly, it all began with 
one small school district that refused to settle for anything less than the best for its 
students. PA Cyber is currently celebrating its 11th year of providing an educational 
choice to Pennsylvania families.  Visit www.pacyber.org for more information.
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By Cherise Curby

	 Hit hard by the recession, homeschooling dad Paul Braun* has been unemployed for a 
year now. Unemployment benefits were unable to cover both family expenses and what 
was needed to help with their son Jason’s serious medical condition. The Brauns cashed 
in their life insurance policy and maxed out their credit cards. But there were simply not 
enough funds to purchase what they needed to help their son with his special need. 

	 Then the Brauns heard about the Home School Foundation, a charitable organization 
that helps families keep homeschooling when they are facing difficult times. 

	 Donations to HSF from all across the nation helped provide a grant to allow diagnostic 
tests and specialized curriculum for Jason. His mother later wrote the Foundation, “Your 
program has enabled us to continue homeschooling and provided the means to purchase 
desperately needed materials for remediation. God has really blessed our family and 
shown us that He will provide, no matter the circumstances.”

	 The Foundation has been helping homeschoolers for over 15 years, from homeschool 
groups, to widows, single parents, families with special needs children, those facing 
emergency situations, and even international homeschoolers. 

	 “We all know, from shared experiences, that one of the key components of 
homeschooling is acts of giving—giving time, energy, money, our very selves for the 
sake of others,” said Mike Smith, President of HSF. “The Home School Foundation is a 
conduit between families in need and those members of a compassionate community who 
want to reach out to them.” 

	 A single mom HSF helped recently said, “Words could never fully express the 
gratitude I have in my heart for what HSF has done for me and my children… When I 
received the check in the mail, I could not believe my eyes. It was so much more than I 
ever imagined. I kept looking at it over and over again and thanking the Lord for blessing 
us in this way.” 

	 This mother’s daughters also wrote a thank-you saying, “Now Mamma can buy the 
homeschool curriculum we need!”

HSF is growing and helping more families than ever before. If you are a homeschooler in 
need of assistance, know someone in need of assistance, wish to donate, or simply desire 
more information about the Foundation, please visit their website, 
www.homeschoolfoundation.org.

* All names have been changed to protect privacy.

Hard Times
Helping Families Homeschool through






